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How to Take Refuge in Grand :\las er Lu 
1. In person 

Make an appointment ahead of time to visit the "True Buddha Ta::·::~ ~2::==-- ii Redmond, Wash­
ington , USA to receive direct initiation empowerment from Master L . -=--=-=- :. ::::-= ~~-'.::916) 

2. By writing 
It is often not possible for someone who lives far away to come in pe:-so:: ·o ·ii :-e: CTe. T hose studentE 

who desire to take refuge can, on the first or fifteenth of any lunar o-~== --- - == c.. ::n .. while facing the 
direction of the rising sun, recite three times the Fourfold Refuge . fan , a: - .:c.......co ~ bei, namo buddha 
ye, namo dharma ye, namo sangha ye" and prostrate three times. 

On the first or fift eenth of every lunar month, at True Buddha Tan· :c Q-c..:-e:-. ~- !as er Lu performs c. 

ceremony of "remote initiation empowerment" - to give empowerme ·o C...:..:. -:...e s-1.:.dent s who could no, 
journey in person. 

A student who takes refuge from a distance, after performing the r·· - a· :..o e. only needs to send a 
letter to the True Buddha Tantric Quarter stating that he/she is seekin(T re:'- 6e. -oge· er '1.ith his/her name. 
address, age, and a small fee for making offerings to the Buddhas. l'pon rece:.·-:._cr · e let er, Master Lu will 
send a certificate, a picture of the master, and a note stating the le,·el o r2. :ce e .:;he should start with . 
The address of the True Buddha Tantric Quarter is: 

Sheng-Yen Lu 
17102 NE 40th Ct. 
Redmond , WA 98052, USA 

3. Through local chapters of the True Buddha School 
Contact nearby local True Buddha chapters. In San Francisco Bay Area. contact the Purple Lot ll.5 

Society, 636 San Mateo Ave, San Bruno, CA 94066. Tel:(415)952-9513 . 

The Purple Lotus Society holds regular group meditation pract ice every Saturday a 
8:00p.m. (open to public). Everybody is welcome. 

"---
·;: p 

·-

-r· -
-



# uq : 1l. !£. ,ldt Ji mi-$ 
#A: 1ft*~~J ~f5~ 

2 ~!:t,t"MJ;r-
~:':E~~Masonic Templejffl,F, 6/4/93 

4 ~~,,·, xM#* 
~:':E~~~~~lffliF, 6/ 5/93 

25 {ill*-
~:':t~~1w*~*tglffliF, 6/6/93 

27 I $llJ ~ ~ ~ 9t ~ 1i i:!· -!A .tJt.J ( -=-) B 
~:'£~~*.;ULl.JHlffliF, 11/25/92(B) 

37 I-$ * ~ ~J il Jt jt ff 
39 1 ~ -1t J.i .t~RJ 11 Jt jt ff 
43 -m~#-~~ 

ff~El 1 fiB/;J:*aMJ pp31-34 
46 1t ~3t~.$iM( ~L~ .. ) 

tUtEl 1 ffii!g_!t1/;JM~J pp59-62 
48 ~*-:t"l'I-Ji:li(*x) 

~ -it~,~ c r:p xn~ 1991'.f 6fi 5t't~~Ji tu> 
51 -Et ~ 1'1-J -t- t•HU tf7 x) 

~:iSCtt)XiE 
53 sl{t ~"* 

~:':t~~-~!fil1BlffliF , 
1991'.f~+lm~~~'* 

65 -f.' 1l_ T ,t D/J ;i:)J 1.$ # .,t 
7 0 -1.' ll_ '.t if; th fr~ *-
72 r J.Ji, »J. ~ ~:.(J l.!I.. _y_, :I!!!.. ; -

I ' /7f1 "r ,,:""' iilL .;,.;i-. 'ff-7 ·rp· ~ ~ 

72 -1.' ll_ J:J f1 iJt. _l :ffl. % 

-'t ft~ f•J The Purple Lotus #38, May- Jun, 1993 1 

Contents 
Cover: Grand Master Lu at Rainbow Villa, 

May 1993 
Back cover: Video Tapes on Buddhism by 

Grand Master Lu 

2 A Talk at the Birthday Party 
By Grand Master Lu, June 4, 1993 

4 The Six Wealth Deities Practices - in Tantra 
By Grand Master Lu, June 5, 1993 

25 The Pure Land Vegetarian Restaurant 
By Grand Master Lu, June 6, 1993 

27 A Complete and Detailed Exposition on the 
Basic True Buddha Tantric Dharma (II) Part B 
By Grand Master Sheng-yen Lu, November 25th, 
1992 

37 Photo Sections 
43 Everything Returns to the Void 

Translated from The Striking Power of Zen, 31-34 

46 The Spirit World Can be Detected 
Translated from The Secrets of Reincarnation, 59-62 

48 The Miracles Which Come from Practicing 
the True Buddha Tantric Dharma 
By Lee Ming Lun 

51 Sariras Found After the Cremation of My 
Mother (in Chinese) 
By Mondy Shen 

53 True Buddha Dharma Talk 
65 Donation Acknowledgement 
70 Upcoming Events at PLS 
72 Financial Statement PLS 

ti fff Ii~ -£. 
~ 
*"5 

f~ ii a i! hl: 
: : : : : 

~ t±i ~ tlH~ 
~R i;l,;$: 

J:. J:. 
~ I\& !lilt ~iii ~iii 
: : : : : 



2 'At' .if JJ ftl The Purple Lotus #38, May-Jun, 1993 

• ~~5!14t / Masonic Temple 
1993~6~ 4B • ffitRSi!L~~~llifl 

~{v:.1.gfjj" ~fllfa]{I~ , **Bi~ o ( 

5(FF = gm•et~) 
fJ!tEB*~H1Bt7 , UN.fl~s3iJ~'aJ 

,..=. ·lnllB=~hZl'~A, I ,llc:b;t"~,>.14 '-=-{l±!'rh,...,_, 0 ~-~mm~u~~w~~~,~~~~ 

:1~Jl:1ifs3~{@ ; lz§~~om~1w*~*ffis3 
lffl~~ , 1:mr.tufum~m1tnw,s3::t~fj~~Jl! 
Iii , tJ~r.tN.~j@*i§.rt,g-,g , m~ffl~~ 
mB~ffi~~~T'·~~*~*ffi 0 

f t1r,~omtEu1rt~rlfrt!oo , ~*sx:=l 
~•*W~M~~,~~~~~-~~~ 
~* o 1J~M~:W~lffl~*ffis3~f1J , u,D 
~~-~w~,lz§~•~.1.,tE®~~~ 
~fulfflj@~*ffl'®~~~-*~*ffiN. 
lffltEChinatown ~ftlli:, tJB!.tlffl?~~g;~' 
lz§~ufr,t~~~~ 'pfT~WffUM7 ° (fft 

*~) tJB!.t~=*~*ffl~~ttt*~*ffi 
, tJB~t1-t*N.~~ W:~IJli!!:~£-ti ; tJBiJ 

-'aJHU~fxs3it , '81ffl7 -~-. ~~ , ft 
~~?~~ ~j@-:jz O (fft~) 

~~fr-~(®~~)~~~,~~ 
TiRtt1r,i•m = fti§.:Jz¥1JB~w~~~1w 
*~*ffllffl~~~ 0 u6~N.~m=~! 
~-:Jz-7°12§~:rx~--~*~~,ft 
~It~~::f7 ° 

::fj@,ft~m•a,mm~*~~~ 
§ eis3mrm1N,z:r1 , rm HJJ- § eis3!J-fft1R 
~r , fj~~ffJfu.&~lff.~ , !liCTfilW¥~%1[ , tJ~!.t 
,Dllifu ~ tb~~JJ , ::f~~,DlliW9 , Jt1th 
::f~~W9~fuW~~~ 0 ~~~~*ffl~ 

A Talk at the Birthday 
Party 
An oral teaching by Master Sheng-yen Lu a­
the Masonic Temple . San Bruno, California. 
June 4th, 1993. 

Translated by J anny Chow 

Masters, fellow c i,·ators, good evening. 
Since it is qui e la e. I will just say a fev. 

words. The im·i a ion from the Purple Lotus So­
ciety was recei,·ed on ·ery short notice, and we 
made the decision q · e hastily to come. As the 
purpose of this rip :.s o inaugurate the openinc 
of the Pure Land Yege-arian Restaurant, it is m:: 
hope that the res a rant"s business will thriY 
and that all studen-s ,;,,ill patronize the restai.:­
rant. 

One knows ha . in our school, there is nc 
rule that one m be a Yegetarian, that the de­
cision is entirely up o each individual. Whe= 
I first heard of he opening of this vegetaria:: 
restaurant , I was no o ·erly excited. As a matte::­
of fact, the first wae arian restaurant in the Sea -
tle area was loca ed so mew here in the vicinity o~ 
Seattle 's China 0"\1.-11. but it went out of busines: 
soon afterwards - perhaps because we never pa­
tronized it . [audience laughter] Now Seattle hcc 
a second vegetarian re taurant called the Purp e 
Bamboo Garden. P rple Bamboo is a symbol o: 
Kuan Yin Bodhisattva. I regret to say that, since 
its opening one or wo years ago, I still haven·: 
tried it out . [audience laughter] 

Earlier today in the Seattle airport, when a 
student said to us . ·'So you are going to per­
form the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Pure 
Land Vegetarian Restaurant," I thought to m:­
self, "Oh yes, it is going to be miserable!" I ha c' 

never been able to tolerate vegetarian food! 
However , I have learned that vegetarian fooc 

can be very good for one 's health. It can p..:­
rify one's blood, lower blood pressure and reduc"' 
cholesterol levels; hence it can lower the risk o:: 
coronary artery diseases and keep the heart bea · · 
ing strong. Consequently, one is healthier anc 
subject to fewer other chronic illnesses. Since I 
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will be performing the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
for a vegetarian restaurant and calling on every­
one to patronize it , I have to learn to eat vege­
tarian food. [audience laughter and applause] 

Being a candid person, I must admit that 
there was a period of time in the past when, for 
one whole year, I was a vegetarian. But that 
was because I was undergoing training and the 
Bodhisattva had ordered me not to eat any meat 
during that period. During that time , I auto­
matically stopped eating meat because I could 
not even stand the smell of meat dishes. This 
frame of mind continued for about a year until 
finally one day, my aversion to the smell of meat 
dishes suddenly disappeared and I could eat them 
again. For a whole year I was a vegetarian and, 
during that year, my health was very good. This 
is why I think a vegetarian diet should be very 
good for one 's health, although I don't find my 
own health any poorer after reverting to include 
meat in my diet. [uproar of audience laughter] 

What I mean to say is this, while my health is 
still good, it would be very beneficial to start eat­
ing a vegetarian diet. Therefore, beginning with 
the ribbon-cutting ceremony, I shall learn to eat 
vegetarian food. I really cannot have any excuse. 
There is a Taiwanese saying, "While eating fish 
and meat, one should eat more vegetables." So 
everyone should spread the word, if one wants 
to treat one's friends to dinner, bring them to 
the Pure Land Vegetarian Restaurant. When I 
return to Seattle, I will go and have dinner at 
the Purple Bamboo Garden; [audience laughter] 
otherwise it would not be nice. The Purple Bam­
boo Garden has sent many invitations to the Rey 
Tseng Temple to ask us to try their food, but 
I grimaced everytime I heard about vegetarian 
food. [uproar of audience laugher] However, after 
I have cut the ribbon for a vegetarian restaurant, 
I would feel embarrassed if I don't patronize veg­
etarian restaurants. [audience laughter] So I will 
go and try the Purple Bamboo Garden when I go 
home. That is all for today. [audience applause] 
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The Six Wealth Deities 
Practices - in Tantra 

An oral teaching by .'\1aster Sheng-yen Lu at 
the Purple Latu ociety. San Bruno, Cali­
fornia , June 5th. 1993. 

Translated by Janny Chow 

[Opening remarks by Master Saman­
tha Chou) 

Grand . Ia.s~e:: . . ~aster Lian-hsiang, masters, 
reverends. fe O>': c '.~:\·a or . good evening. 

I am ,·er_ · o_o_ec! and happy to have the 
Holy One here · oc:a:· · o speak to us and give us 
some teachina:. I ,:o d like to take this oppor­
tunity to say a :e-;;: -..-ords. Originally I had not 
planned on spea.~:-~ j · . earlier this afternoon, 
some fellow c i .. a · o::s earned that we have been 
very bles ed o be 2.b:e ,o invite Grand Master 
Lu to perform · e ::ibbon-cutting ceremony for 
the openina of he P e Land Vegetarian Restau­
rant , and they a.skec e he following question, 
"Why do spiri a: c"<t · ·a o . want to make more 
money?" In heir ;_els, I am a person who does 
not desire mo e_ ·. so hey do not quite under­
stand why I am : ce::es,ed in operating a restau­
rant to make mo e::. 

In reply o their q es io n I would like to of­
fer this stateme c. Be:ore taking refuge in the 
True Buddha chool a d before practicing Bud­
dhism, I loved mo ey ·ery much. In my eyes, 
money was mane_·. A er taking refuge in the 
True Buddha chool. I started to do the Tantric 
practice seriously. to abide by the precepts and 
restrain myself. :\Iany of my views changed; in 
particular, mane_ · " ·as no longer money to me. 
After these years of cultirntion , I have begun to 
gain a great deal of insight into these questions: 
What is "I"? \Yhat is "You"? What is "hav­
ing form" ? What is "a sentient being"? I re­
alized what Grand :\ faster has taught us: there 
is no difference among all sentient beings. I re­
alized there is no fundamental difference among 
the three Bodies of the Buddha, and I understood 
more about "Emptiness. " I find that money be­
comes money again. I can only use these simple 
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phrases to explain the three stages of mind ex­
perienced by a spiritual cultivator: a mountain 
looks like a mountain, a mountain does not look 
like a mountain, and then a mountain looks like a 
mountain again. The evolution of the mind can 
also be described by these perceptions towards 
money: money looks like money, money does not 
look like money, then money looks like money 
again. What is money? It all depends on how 
one uses money. When analyzed from the view­
point of a spiritual cultivator: does money really 
exist? Do the self and others really exist? They 
are all inherently empty. 

Therefore, in reply to the question asked by 
some fellow cultivators this afternoon, regarding 
why I want to make more money, I hope everyone 
can understand that, to me, money does not look 
like money. 

Om Mani Padme Hum. 
Although money does not look like money, 

we would still like to respectfully ask the Holy 
One to teach us how to make more money. [audi­
ence laughter and applause] I hope that, through 
this teaching, we can learn how to acquire abun­
dance, how to have the correct concept of money, 
and how to use money correctly. We would like 
to respectfully ask the Holy One to give us this 
teaching. [audience applause] 

Before the teaching begins, I would like to 
offer the highest respect and gratitude to the 
Holy One for taking time out of his busy sched­
ule to come to the Purple Lotus Society in the 
San Francisco Bay Area to give us this blessing. 
[Master Samantha presents a silk scarf to Grand 
Master Lu.] 

(Grand Master Lu's teaching] 

Masters, fellow cultivators, good evening. 
Although this visit to the Purple Lotus So­

ciety is a very short one, I very much cherish 
this opportunity to spend some time with every­
one. I also would like to thank the Purple Lotus 
Society for inviting me. Yesterday I mentioned 
that this would be the first time I have ever per­
formed a ribbon-cutting ceremony for a vegetar­
ian restaurant. Although I seldom cat vegetarian 
meals - as you hear, I am not used to it as I 
can't even say the word "vegetarian" well [audi­
ence laughter] - I have accepted the invitation. 
We hope that, after the grand opening and the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony, the business will be, in 
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Master Samantha's words, brisk and the money 
will come rolling in. These are requisites for c. 

successful business and are, of course, our ex­
pectations. We hope that things will run ver:· 
smoothly for t hem. 

I would like to request that everyone lenc 
support to t his restaurant. If one want~toTrea: 
one,\;·· fri ends to dinner , please bring them o 
the Pure Land Vegetarian Restaurant. [audiencf 
laughter and applause] I also wish that, throug 
word of mouth. thi restaurant will flourish anc 
expand to other locatio ns. I mentioned yester­
day the heal th benefi ts of maintaining a norm<L 
blood sugar and blood pressure, and I hope tha· 
everyone will haYe a normal cholesterol level , ii 

healthy hear . rreneral good health, and will be­
come immune o all kinds of malignant growthE 
I hope tha no ill e can touch one and that onf 
will become indes rue ible . [audience applause] 

I also men ioned yesterday that , starting to­
morrow. no oday. I ha\·e to learn to eat vege­
tarian food. :a 1dience laughter] 

The N e u t ral Nature of Money 

J ust now . aster amantha said that, in her 
eyes , money was •o mo ney. To me, the more 
look at moue_·. he more I t hink it is money. [au­
dience laugh er: B we know that the nature o: 
money i neu ra: and it fu nction is entirely u 
to the indiYidua.1 who u es it. Money itself is nei­
ther good nor e\·"I. \\"hen one puts some money 
down , whe her or no one looks at it, it is sti ll 
money. E\·eu if one decides to burn it up, it i~ 
still money. ~ o ma er how I look at it, it still is 
money. How can anyone not see that it is money? 
[audience laurrh er: T hi is a very strange matter. 
I will have to rro home and think about it before 
I can fi gure i ou . [a udience laughter] Anyway. 
I have no trou ble recognizi ng money, be it in big 
denominat ion or mall denominations, such as 
twenty-five cen s. ten cents, or even one cent. I 
can recognize man ' d iffe rent kinds of money, as 
students from around t he world send their coun­
try 's currency to me as offerings. I can tell: this 
is the franc, t his is the pound , this is the yen fro m 
Japan (which is also my name). [audience laugh­
ter] My name is Yen. How about the Indonesian 
dollar, what is it called? [Master Lian-hsiang 
replies, "Rupiah." ] So I am able to recognize 
money and, no matter how I look at it, it is still 
money. 
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Money can be used for good purposes. It de­
pends on how one nscs it. When one uses this 
money today for the propagation of the I3uddha 
Dha.rma, then the money nourishes the efforts to­
wards Liberation, a.nd it is benevolent and good. 
If one goes to the casino to gamble, or uses this 
money to buy things that arc harmful then, de­
pending on its usage, it will produce good, neu­
tral, or bad consequences. Money it.self is not 
wicked; it is man who turns money into evil, isn't 
it? It is entirely up to the person who is using the 
money to cansc changes, as the nature of money 
itself docs not change. Money is st.ill money. 

Discussion on the Name of 

the Institute 

As I mentioned before, Ma.st.er Samantha lrns 
a very lofty ambition: she hopes to !mild a. Pnr­
plc Lot.ns I3uddhist Institute. Ma.uy peopk have 
a.skcd her , "Why arc yon not b11ilding the Trnc 
I3nddha I3nddhist Institntc, or the White' Lotns 
I311ddhist Institute , or the Yellow Lot.us Buddhist. 
Institute, or tlw Green Lot.ns I3uddhist. Inst.i­
tut.c? Why the Pmplc Lot.us Buddhist. Iustitut.c 
in particular?" Since these qncst.ious w<>re rais<'d, 
I would like t.o spend some time iu addressing 
them. The reasou is very simple: it. dl'pcnds 011 

who !milds the Institnt.e! [andil'nce' langht.<'r aud 
applansc] If today Sheug-ycu Ln bnilt. a I31l(ldhist. 
Inst.it.nt.c, I wonld not. mww it t.hl' Pnrpk Lot.ns 
I311ddhist Institute, wonld I? [andicucl' laught.l'r] 
I would definitely call it. the White Lot.ns I3ud­
dhist Inst.it.nt.<>. I311t. the rntm<' White' Lot.ns is 
problematic too, [laught.<>r] as most pe~oplc know 
that the term "White Lot.ns" is taboo iu China. 
111 the olden days , the White Lot.ns SC'ct. ca11s<>d a 
t.remcrnlous 11prisiug iu C hina . [a ndi<'ll('(' la.ngh­
tc,r] If I built. a Whit<' Lot.ns I3nddhist. Iust.it.nt.e, 
p<>ople wonld associa.t.<> Sll('11g-y<~11 Ln with t.lw 
White Lot.us Sect r<'lH'ls! [andiouce langht.l'r] 
Then t.lwr<' wo11ld he gr<>at. t.ro11hles, wo11ld11't. 
t.]l('r('? 

Act.1mlly, thiugs we'r<' fiuc i11 t.lw h<'gi11uing 
w he'll the D ha.rma Mast.er H 11i Yne'll e'st.ahlished 
th<' original White' Lot.us Soci<'t.y a.t. the' rno1111-
t.a.i11 , Ln Shau. Peopk ('hanted and prnctic<'d th<' 
Pnn' Lalld Dha.nua hut., lat<'r , t.h<' ll,\.llH' Whit.<' 
Lot.us was usPd hy a gronp of JH'oplP who had 
their minds s<'i. 011 ot.hcr t.hi ugs . The'y t.rn11s­
fon1t('d t.lw group into a. C'11]t. and ros<' iu revolt. 
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to oppose the government. They preyed on :_ 
superstitions of their followers and created a : 
bellious cult. Therefore the name White Lo· 
became taboo. Co me to think about it, I wot!· 
why in the beginning I picked such a name as· 
White Lotus Child? However, the suffix "ChL 
is good bf.cause it helps to change the image _ 
am the White Lotus Child (White Lotus B -­
hisattva.) [audience applause] 

Each local chapter could, if they wishe­
build a Buddhist Institute. Since Master Samc._-­
tha is the Purple Lotus, this institute will · 
named the Purple Lotus Buddhist Insti t t · 
Some people will inevitably say, "Why don 't y 

name it t he True Buddha Institute?" Dispu: 
regarding titlrs ofte n a rise . For example, if o_ 
calls oneself a ··grrat master ," then other maste. 
will criticize and say. ··If you are the great mas . 
then arr we hr Ii t tie masters?" They will st a:­
a disputr with the grrat master. The same th · __ 
has happened to one of my gurus, the Guiel. _: 
Mastrr Yin 1nm. :\Iany people opposed his d 
cision to call him rlf t he Guiding Master; t 
felt that b:r cl1ano-ing Dhanna Mast.er to Gui-­
ing Mas rr. hr ,rn tr~·ing to distinguish hims _ 
from the rrst of he masters. Actually there .:: 
110 differrn rr he ,,·ern a Guiding Mast.er and 
Dhanna ~laster. A Dharma Mast.er who guid 
one in the prac icr of the Buddha Dharma i, 
Guiding ~laster. isn·t he? 

Union with the Tao is "Great" 

I haYr rxplained befo re what is meant b· 
''the grrat'' in :pirirual practice. When one bC'­
comes One \\·ith thr Tao. one ca.n be called "t ilr 
great.. " If our canuot brcome One with th 
Universal Co11sciorn,11ess or t he U niv<'rsal Trut '1. 
then 011r ca1111ot hr ca.l!C'd "the great.. " I3udd h?. 
Shakyamu11i sa:-;s. ··Grrat.ness is those who mrrg 
and lwcomr Onr with the Tao (Univrrse)." If to­
day 011e is 1111i t.rd \\"i th t. lw Ta.o, then one shoul . 
fr<'l 110 q1pdms to br ref<' rred to as the "grra· 
master. " Grrat mast.er does 11ot. mean a mastrr 
who is big in sizr , !milds a. gr<'at. temple or or­
ga.11izat.io11 , or poss('SS('S great. fi11a.11cia.l n'sourr r .-

t.hrsr a.rr co 11v('11t.ionaJ great.11esses. From t.hr 
stand point. of 'I\- 11 t h or the U nivcrsal Co11sciou:,;-
11ens, 110 mat.t('r how great. om' is, one> cannot hr 
great.('r than a speck of saud. Indeed, i11 the ryrs 
of I3nddha. Sha.kya.m1111i, the earth is like a speck 
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of sand that will be gone in the snap of two fin­
gers. In my eyes, this samsaric world is a grain 
of sand that will disappear with one snap of the 
fingers. So how can anything in the samsara be 
considered great? 

When one merges and identifies with the 
Tao, when one becomes One with the Universal 
Consciousness, then one can, with a clear con­
science, consider oneself great. If one has not re­
alized the Tao, then no matter how wealthy one 
is , or how big a temple one builds, one is only 
building merits on a speck of sand! How can 
anyone consider that great? It can be swallowed 
in one gulp! 

Therefore , as Buddhists, we have to know 
that when one realizes the Truth, one can then 
be called "great" without any qualms or shame. 
The whole Universe belongs to one. If one has 
not realized the Truth, then one is, at most, a 
grain of sand. 

The True Buddha Purple Lotus 
Institute 

We know that names and titles can be con­
troversial , but we should understand that, since 
it is Master Samantha's vow to build an institute, 
the institute should, of course, be called the Pur­
ple Lotus Buddhist Institute. Since this is to be 
built by the Purple Lotus Society, it should, of 
course, be named after the Purple Lotus. How­
ever, since many people have raised questions 
about the name, what about adding "True Bud­
dha" to the name to change it to the True Bud­
dha Purple Lotus Institute? This would be much 
better, wouldn 't it? All True Buddha School stu­
dents who have an affinity with the Purple Lo­
tus Society or with Master Samantha may do­
nate their physical and mental efforts, as well as 
money, to help bring this True Buddha Purple 
Lotus Institute to realization. 

The next question is: is this plan of estab­
lishing a True Buddha Purple Lotus Buddhist In­
stitute motivated by self-interest? Is this a per­
sonal endeavor? The answer is , of course, no. 
It must be a legally established financial group 
or corporation consisting of a board of directors 
and a committee of administrators. In the fu­
ture, many people will be employed to partic­
ipate in the development and expansion of the 
Buddhist Institute. For example, besides offer­
ing courses at the college level, the institute may 
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slowly expand to include research centers, a::: 
masters and doctoral programs. This is possib> 
Such an endeavor needs the collective effort a= _ 
support of many sentient beings. On the 0th :: 
hand , if this were a personal endeavor, then o::.= 
would have to assume personal responsibilit ieo 
For example, when I built the Rainbow Villa. : 
did not form any corporation, nor set up a boiL: 
of directors, and t here were no funds raised fro= 
the public. Since t he construction of the Rai::.­
bow Villa was a private endeavor, I did not c: ::: 
any fundraising , solicitation, or auctions. 

As the True Buddha Purple Lotus Instit u: :: 
will be a public institution, it can solicit from tb 
public t he efforts . funds, and wisdom to comple· :: 
the task. We han t o make a distinction betwee:. 
public and personal affairs. One can pool tb :: 
efforts of everyone to build a public organizatio 
However, if it is a private endeavor, one sho c 
only use one ·s priYate resources to complete it . 

If t he Buddhist Inst itute were to be a pr:­
vate organization. the controversy today woulc: 
be even grea er . as it is unacceptable to raist 
public funds for a personal organization. There­
fore, I hope eYeryone will recognize that the goal;; 
of this True Buddha P urple Lotus Institute are tc 
propagate t he True Buddha Tantric Dharma, to 
study the Buddha Dharma, to enable people to 
receive no urishment from the Buddha Dharma. 
and to help enryone attain Liberation. This is a 
very worthwhi le endea\'or. Furthermore, I hope 
everyone wi ll lend upport , and will contribute 
materially and personally towards its establish­
ment. I hope the realization of the True Buddha 
Purple Lot us Institute will come very soon and 
that it will forge ahead at a tremendous pace to 
spread the teaching of the True Buddha Tantric 
Dharma. [applause] 

Wealth Deities Practices 

Next I would like to discuss the six Wealth 
Deities Pract ices, which consist of the five Jamb­
hala Practices and t he Wealth Deva-king Prac­
tice. When I was in Los Angeles this last April , 
I discussed four of the Jambhalas (Red, Yellow, 
White, and Black) and the Wealth Deva-king 
practices. Tonight I will introduce the Green 
Jambhala Practice. I will also share all the prac­
tices' secrets. 

Each of the Jambhala Practices .in Tantra 
have their own secrets. One usually does not 
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encounter these secrets in written texts. Only 
when one truly knows these secrets, and prac­
tices them accordingly, can one achieve yogic re­
sponses. Also the motive behind the practice 
plays a significant role. It is absolutely untrue 
that one can always receive yogic response and 
obtain whatever one asks for. If the motive is 
improper or if one plans to spend the money im­
properly, it will be very difficult to obtain yogic 
responses. The most suitable motive for practic­
ing the J ambhala Practices is to ask for money to 
help propagate the teachings of Tathagata. Af­
ter obtaining the money, may one reserve a small 
portion for one's own use? I think that should be 
all right because the Jambhalas are not going to 
watch closely how one uses the money received 
from the practices , as long as one spends a ma­
jor portion of it on the spreading of the Dharma. 
As human beings, we still need food and lodg­
ing and , if we donate everything we have to the 
Dharma, how are we going to survive? Therefore, 
we may contribute a majority of the money to the 
propagation of the Dharma and to charities. In 
fact, such actions will create more blessings for 
one and return even more wealth to one. In one's 
next life, one will have even greater abundance 
and will have more money to do more meritori­
ous deeds, to create further blessings. With such 
cyclical actions, one will become a rich person 
very soon. 

When one is a rich person, one can give more 
towards good causes. This can create a very ben­
eficial continuous cycle. Therefore, when one first 
resolves to practice the Jambhala Practices, one 
must pray that the money will be used for good 
purposes. Of course one must use a great por­
tion of the money to benefit others and only a 
small portion of it for oneself. If I were a Wealth 
Deity, I would feel sympathetic towards anyone 
with such a motive and definitely would reward 
such a person. 

However, the Wealth Deities would not be­
stow any money upon someone who says, "I am 
going to establish a charitable organization and 
the first person to receive a donation will be my­
self." Such a motive is too selfish, isn't it? If 
one thinks more about others than oneself, that 
is good. If one thinks more about oneself than 
others, then that is not so good. 

Therefore, good or evil depends entirely on 
one's mind. If one gives equal consideration to 
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oneself and others, that is already pretty gooc. 
People who think of others thirty percent of ::_=­

time and of themselves seventy percent of ::_=­

time are barely acceptable. Nowadays, there &:':­

many people in this category. But there are a~ .: 
some very terrible people who are one hundr -
percent for themselves and zero percent for ot :_­
ers. Such people are not good at all. 

Since we study t he Buddha Dharma, I fee_ 
that we should care more for others than for o ·­
selves. Such a state of mind is very commenc­
able. I cannot ask so meone to give one hundrec 
percent to others . with no consideration for one­
self. Anyone who is one hundred percent for oth­
ers is a Buddha or Bodhisattva, and is alread: · 
sitt ing here. [Grand Master points to the statue;; 
in the shrine behind him.] As long as one is st i · 
a human being and has not reached the realm o: 
Buddhahood. it is hard to avoid having a little 
bit of self interest. When one reaches the !eve: 
of a Buddha . one can then sacrifice the body to 
help liberate other sent ient beings. One can give 
one hundred percent of oneself to others, even i: 
one's body is shattered in the process. It would 
not matter to such a person if others take advan­
tage of him. Such a person would be a saint, a 
Bodhisattva, or a Buddha. 

The Secret of the Red J ambhala 

Today I will di cuss the secrets of doing these 
Wealth Deities P ractices. When I was in Los An­
geles, I talked about some of t hem. The first one 
was the Red J ambhala. or Ganesha, who is the 
Wealth Deity with the elephant head. The secret 
of this practice lies in the vajra scepter. During 
the practice , the practitioner has to raise the va­
jra scepter and press it once upon the head of 
Ganesha. T his is to remind him of the vow he 
once made before the Buddha. Ganesha vowed 
to bestow riches upon anyone who raises the va­
jra scepter to press upon his head. If Ganesha's 
statue is placed beyond one 's reach, one can vi­
sualize the scepter flying out of one's hand to 
touch upon his head . However, one must not hit 
Ganesha too hard just because one is in need of 
money! [uproar of audience laughter] One must 
not incur the wrath of Ganesha by hitting him 
too hard. So , just tapping once lightly with the 
vajra scepter is enough. Do not overdo it. One 
cannot use force when requesting money from 
others. 
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What is the visualization? After touching 
the scepter upon his head, visualize the trunk of 
Ganesha elongating across a great distance. If 
it continues extending in this direction [west], it 
will cross the Pacific Ocean and reach Taiwan. 
If it goes south, it will reach Los Angeles. To 
the north it will reach Seattle, and to the east it 
will reach New York. When one needs to close 
a business deal with someone who lives in New 
York, one can tap Ganesha's head and visual­
ize his trunk extending all the way to New York. 
Then from his trunk emerges a red hook which 
hooks around the collar of the prospective busi­
ness partner. One then visualizes the trunk of 
Ganesha retracting and bringing the partner to 
sign the desired contract. Afterwards, one visual­
izes returning that person to his place of origin. 
Visualize that person agreeing to everything in 
the contract and signing it right away. This is 
one use for this practice. 

The Red Jambhala also can be a match­
maker. For example, one may visualize the trunk 
of the Red J ambhala extending to Taiwan, where 
one's girlfriend lives. Then visualize the red hook 
of the Jambhala hooking around her neck, bring­
ing her to San Francisco. She kneels and then 
proposes marriage! [audience laughter] These 
are the visualizations and some of the wonder­
ful uses of the trunk of the Red Jambhala. After 
lightly tapping his head once, one visualizes the 
trunk of Red Jambhala bringing back whatever 
one wants. It could be money - the trunk is vi­
sualized extending into the bank and hooking all 
the money. If one owns a restaurant, the hook of 
Ganesha can be used to bring in a large crowd of 
customers to have meals in the restaurant. The 
owner will become rich. Such are the secrets and 
wonderful uses of the visualization of the Red 
Jambhala Practice . 

The Secret of the White J ambhala 

The White Jambhala rides on a dragon and 
loves to take baths and showers. Therefore one 
has to offer bathing water to the White Jamb­
hala. After preparing some bathing water and 
placing it before one, one then visualizes the 
White Jambhala entering into the bathing water. 
How does the White Jambhala get his name? His 
skin is white and clean from all those baths he 
takes! The dashing White Jambhala, who rides 
atop a dragon, loves baths so much that he can 
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bathe many times a day. When he finishes the 
bath and rises up above , one then wets one's fin­
gers in the bathing water and, with a flicking mo­
tion, sends the water to the space above. Then 
one visualizes lo ts and lots of money appearing in 
the space above and falling down - so much that 
one is buried by the money! [audience laughter] 

Bathing is the fayorite th ing of the White 
Jambhala. When one Yisualizes him entering 
the water to take a ba h. he becomes so happy 
that he will t urn he ba hing water into money. 
Therefore one has o sprinkle water to the front , 
the back, the left . a d he right , then visualize 
showers of li.S . one undred dollar bills piling 
up around one. One see oneself sitting amid tall 
piles of mone ·. 

One has to \· i aJjze money on all sides, ex­
tending to infini y. Don· \·isualize oneself being 
buried alive in he o ey. Even though it very 
seldom happe . some h mans are quite willing 
to be smothered by o ey. By turning the sprin­
kled water into mo e. ·. o e creates a greater affin­
ity with money .. ·L that money belongs to one. 
This is the secret o. he \\'hite Jambhala Prac­
tice. 

The Secret of the Yellow J ambhala 

The Yellow Ja bha~a i one of the Eight 
Principal Deitie o o ·. Tr e Buddha School. His 
secret lies in the re · e. of he swelling of his right, 
big toe. When the F i ·e Dhya na Buddhas appear 
and empower him o e ·e\·e the pain in his big 
toe, he becomes happy. \\' hen he is happy, his 
mongoose will open i - ou h and spit out all the 
jewels and riches one desire . It is very simple. 
One has to visualize he fiYe Buddhas radiating 
light on the Jambhala . while the mantra "Om 
Hum Jen Se Ya" i chan ed. Then the swelling 
in the toe of the Yellow Jambhala will subside 
and his mongoose will pit out the things one 
wants. If one wants a white house, a very beau­
tiful white house \Yill become one 's own. If one 
visualizes a Mercedes 600 [audience laughter] of 
the color that one likes, it will appear. Good! 
Next one visualizes money from the bank coming 
out of the mongoose 's mouth and rolling down to 
one's feet . 

As I said, the Yellow Jambhala is one of our 
Eight Principal Deities and his secret is his right 
big toe. As long as one can invoke the Five Bud­
dhas to empower the Yellow Jambhala and re-
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lieve the swelling on his toe, he will bestow riches 
upon one. 

The Secret of the Black J ambhala 

Next is the Black Jambhala Practice. The 
Black Jambhala has an affliction in his chest 
which is very hot. How does one relieve this heat 
in his chest? By cooling it off! How is this done? 
Visualize the Black Jambhala appearing before 
one and visualize that his chest is as hot as fire. 
Should one bring some ice cubes to cool him off? 
No. One should visualize icebergs from the North 
Pole moving to surround him. The air becomes 
cool and his chest turns cool. He is completely 
soothed. From a red hot color, his heart grad­
ually cools down and turns to a pale re<l. Then 
the Black Jambhala will bestow riches upon one. 
In his right hand is a fortune dipper and, when 
one prays to the Black Jambhala for the object 
one desires, one's wish will appear inside the dip­
per and the Black Jambhala will give it to the 
wisher. The secret of the Black Jambhala lies in 
his heart. 

The Secret of the Green J ambhala 

How about the Green Jambhala? Why 
didn't I talk about the Green Jambhala when 
I was in Los Angeles? Because I had not yet 
learned about it. Before I came to San Francisco 
this time, Master Samantha faxed a request to 
me in Redmond. When Master Lian-hsiang read 
the fax, she thought Master Samantha had re­
quested the Wealth Practices of the Earth Gods 
of the Five Directions, and that was what she 
told me. I thought that was simple! I had already 
taught the Wealth Practices of the Earth Gods 
of the Five Directions! I would just repeat what I 
had said before. When I arrived, Master Saman­
tha announced, "No, I have requested the Tantric 
Five Jambhalas Practices and the Wealth Deva­
king Practice." I was startled to hear it because 
I myself had never learned the Green Jambhala 
Practice. Until last evening I had not learned it. 
But this was what Master Samantha said to me, 
"You will learn the practice after you fall asleep 
tonight." [audience laughter] She said for me it 
would only take a nap at night to find out. I 
almost was stumped by her! 

The Jambhala Practices taught in public do 
not contain the secret keys to the practices. Only 
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a true master knows such secrets. A true mas­
ter knows the mysteries of each deva and what 
each of them likes. When one offers the devas 
the things they like , they will give one what one 
desires. Devas are like this. Therefore one offers 
the deva things the deva likes. 

I know that in Bangkok, Thailand, the Brah­
madeva enjoys watching ladies dancing. Many 
ladies go to dance in front of the Brahmadeva. I 
have no idea what type of dancing they perform 
but, afterwards, the women buy lottery tickets 
and they win! The Brahmadeva loves to watch 
all these people dancing before him. When one 
makes the deva happy, he will reciprocate and 
make one happy. 

What is the secret of t he Green Jambhala? 
The Green J ambhala has a similar posture to the 
Yellow Jambhala. In his left hand also there is 
a mongoose and. in his right hand is a treasure 
object . His right foo rests on a wish-fulfilling 
conch. As of la t night I had no idea what his 
secret was so , before I went to bed, I prayed to 
the Green J ambhala to tell me his secret! I told 
him that if I did not find out, today I would be in 
trouble. People would say. "So the Flower Light 
Self-Mastery Buddha has things that he doesn' t 
know. There e\·en are practices of which he does 
not know." 

I went o bed and in t he morning when I 
woke up , I knew. The wish-fulfilling conch on 
which the Green J ambhala rests his foot is the 
gas pedal! P ay attention to the posture of the 
Green Jambhala : his left hand is holding a mon­
goose, his right hand a reasure object, and his 
right foot is resting lightly on the wish-fulfilling 
conch. Here the key word is "lightly." One must 
then visualize the conch turning into a gas pedal. 
One should no t be misled by t he word "lightly," 
and simply visualize the Green Jambhala step­
ping lightly on it . In the beginning one may vi­
sualize his foot stepping lightly on the conch, but 
then one should visualize the Green Jambhala 
pressing hard on the conch - just like stepping 
hard on a gas pedal. The secret of the Green 
Jambhala is the pressing of his right foot on the 
wish-fulfilling conch. When he presses hard, the 
mongoose opens its mouth and money will spill 
out. [audience laughter] 

At the beginning of the visualization, the 
Green Jambhala steps lightly on the conch; then 
he presses hard and, as soon as he does this. 
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the mouth of the mongoose will open up and the 
money will flow out. The key is in his right foot 
pressing down hard on the wish-fulfilling conch 
which leads to the opening of the mongoose's 
mouth. This is the secret of the Green Jamb­
hala. 

The Secret of the Wealth Deva-king 

What is the secret of the Wealth Deva-king? 
The secret is to present him with a crown. One 
may use imitation diamonds and jewels to make 
a crown, so as not to risk having it stolen. The 
Wealth Deva-king likes his crown to be very 
beautiful. Everytime one practices, one places 
the crown on the Wealth Deva-king. As long as 
he wears the best and most beautiful crown, he 
will bestow jewels and treasures upon one. How­
ever, this crown is not to be left on him forever. 
One only puts the crown on his head during the 
practice. This will make him happy and, when 
he is happy, he will give one what one asks. If 
one leaves the crown on his head all the time, 
he will get used to it and forget the pleasure it 
generates. Therefore, when one finishes the prac­
tice, one puts the crown away and only brings it 
out again when it is time for the next practice. 
When the Wealth Deva-king dons the crown, one 
immediately visualizes him giving one the prayed 
for items. This is the secret of the Wealth Deva­
king. 

The Favorite Things of Devas 
and Spirits 

Every deva has his own favorite things. I 
have discussed this before . When a being reaches 
the realm of the Buddhas, there is no longer any 
particular liking. Whatever one offers to the 
Buddhas, the Buddhas will like. The Buddhas 
have no likings or aversions. This is called Tatha­
gata. Therefore even if one offered everything in 
the world to the Buddhas, the Buddhas would 
not be overjoyed. That is why it is not easy to 
move the Buddhas. Being the Tathagatas, they 
are immovable and rarely does one hear of receiv­
ing riches from the Tathagatas. It is the devas 
and earth gods who bestow riches upon one. The 
Buddhas are immovable, in a realm that tran­
scends desires or aversions. 

Therefore, when one makes offerings to the 
Buddhas, one offers to the Buddhas what one 
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likes oneself. Conversely, when one makes offer­
ings to the devas, one has to offer what the devas 
like. This will make the devas happy and, when 
they are happy, they will bestow fortunes upon 
one. 

Many of you have heard of the kind of prac­
tices in Malaysia and Indonesia where some peo­
ple keep the spirits of children and sometimes use 
them for black magic. Many Cantonese people 
have heard of this. People offer marbles, rubber 
bands, and playing cards to these child spirits . 
Some people set up shrines in their households to 
help them win when they gamble. What do they 
offer to the gambling ghosts that come to their 
houses? They offer them mah-jong sets, [audi­
ence laughter] pai-gow sets, and playing cards. 
These are t he things gambling ghosts like! 

We have to know what the wealth deities like 
and make appropriate offerings to them. Wealth 
deities like wine. After they drink the wine, they 
become aroused and more energetic. They do 
not remain enen-ated. One knows that a little 
wine can be stimulating. Jambhalas in stand­
ing postures are supposed to be better because 
they run better. The kind of Jambhalas who are 
sitting down comfor ably do not want to move. 
[audience laugh er] So the best kind of offering 
to the J ambhalas i wine. What is the other of­
fering one can make? Here is the secret: garlic. 
[audience laughter] Garlic also acts as a simulant 
to spur them into action. So it is very useful to 
offer wine and garlic to the Jambhalas. 

Today I have reYealed the secrets of the Five 
Tantric J ambhalas and the Wealth Deva-king, 
but do not spread them around! [audience laugh­
ter] When one know hese secrets, one can prac­
tice and become rich. However, if one spreads 
these secrets around. the wealth deities will not 
be happy. Why? Because then their secrets will 
become common knowledge. These practices are 
part of the esoteric practices and the secrets are 
not supposed to be to o easily revealed. 

Because of the True Buddha Purple Lotus 
Institute and the Pure Land Vegetarian Restau­
rant, I am revealing these secrets today. I hope 
that all of the students of the Purple Lotus So­
ciety become rich [applause] and come to help 
out. 

Supplications 

I will reiterate the secrets one more time: 
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bathing water for the White Jambhala who rides 
atop a dragon; a pearl and diamond crown for the 
Wealth deva-king; the conch which is a gas pedal 
instead of a break pedal for the Green Jamb­
hala; the vajra scepter and the trunk for the Red 
Jambhala; the cooling of his heart for the Black 
Jambhala; the easing of the swelling in the right 
big toe for the Yellow Jambhala. These are the 
secrets of the Jambhalas. 

How does one do the practices? There are 
many ways of doing the practices. Using the True 
Buddha Tantric Dharma way, one first invokes 
the Jambhala to descend, then one performs 
the Great Homage, makes the Mandala Offer­
ing, chants the Fourfold Refuge Mantra, and per­
forms the Armor Protection. Then one prays to 
the Deity to make supplication. Afterwards, one 
carries out the visualizations, using the instruc­
tions, and chants the mantra. Each Jambhala 
has his own mantra, although they are collec­
tively referred to as the Jambhalas. One makes 
supplication again before entering into medita­
tion. Emerging from meditation, one can repeat 
the supplication one more time and do the ded­
ication of merits. These are the steps for each 
Jambhala Practice. Seven consecutive days of 
the same Jambhala Practice is considered one 
complete set of the practices. 

One should dedicate one complete set of 
practices to one wish only. Many people make so 
many wishes that they are trying for too much 
at once. [audience laughter] I always make one 
wish at a time. For example, I will do one set of 
practices and dedicate it for good health. That 
is considered to be one wish, right? But some 
people have a long list of wishes, which includes 
a good marriage, good health, prosperity, houses, 
cars, resolution of litigation, etc.! I hope every­
one will make their wish clearly and make only 
one wish at a time. If one wishes to have a partic­
ular lawsuit resolved, one should do seven prac­
tices and dedicate the merits to that end. Such 
a supplication would be simple and clear, and 
therefore it would be easier for the devas to re­
ceive such a message and to fulfill it. When one 
makes too many requests , the message might be 
too confusing for the devas to receive it. In any 
case, just dedicate seven practices to one wish. 
Do not be too greedy. One ends up getting noth­
ing when one is too greedy. It is easier to obtain 
results when one dedicates a set of seven consec-
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utive practices to one goal. 

A Generous, Substantial Offering 

When it comes to the making of offerings 
to the devas , one should not be too stingy. I 
am not implying that one should not be too 
stingy in making offerings to me! [uproar of 
audience laughter] Offerings made to the Bud­
dhas, Bodhisattvas . and Jambhalas should not 
be too scanty. To be honest , whatever offerings 
one makes t o t he spiritual beings end up in one's 
own stomach any,rny. don 't they? The Buddhas, 
Bodhisattvas, and Jambhalas don't take away 
the offerings! Cltimately it is the intention and 
the mind t hat are being offered. As a matter 
of fact , a generous offering can be accomplished 
very easily. One may include in the offering flow­
ers, incense, lamps. teas . fruits , things one likes , 
and all sort of foods. The devas would be de­
lighted. 

If one is so s in a-y that one offers only a plate 
of peanuts or. e\·en worse, only what remains of 
a full bag of peanuts ,Yhich one has started to 
eat while on the way here, [audience laughter] 
by the time one arri\·e at the temple, there are 
only a few left! T he Jambhala will only reward 
one with three dollar . as there are only three 
peanuts on the pla e! [uproar of audience laugh­
ter] One dollar for one peanut! So do not be too 
stingy when making offerings to the Buddhas and 
Bodhisattvas! Prepare the most generous offer­
ing one can make to delight the Jambhalas and 
they will reward one with fortunes. 

The same principle applies to offerings made 
in fire pujas. Do not be too stingy when making 
a fire offering. The offerings should be generous 
and substant ial and should include flowers, in­
cense, lamps, teas . and fr ui ts just as they do dur­
ing ordinary t imes . \\'hen one practices the Man­
dala Offering , one chants this verse, "The sur­
roundings of Sumeru , together with the sun and 
moon, transform into jewels as an offering to the 
Buddhas." But has anyone made such offerings 
of jewels to the Buddhas? One forms the Offering 
Mudra everytime one practices here at the Pur­
ple Lotus Society, but has anyone brought any 
cookies or sweet dumplings to offer to the Bud­
dhas? When one makes an empty offering, one is 
also supplicating in vain! Just now everyone has 
formed the Offering Mudra and made offerings of 
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flowers, incense, lamps, teas, and fruits . Every­
one has done this using visualization, and I can 
only see one bunch of flowers! The offerings here 
at the altar are quite plentiful today, but I won­
der if it is this plentiful during ordinary times? 
[audience laughter] Actually, one can label the 
offerings one brings to the Purple Lotus Society 
with one's name and take them home afterwards. 
The key is that it is preferable to make concrete 
offerings; otherwise, the offerings are empty. 

A Sincere Offering 

When one is truly unable to make a concrete 
offering, then one may use the Visualized Offer­
ing which I have taught. As an illustration, say 
one sees a very beautiful car and is moved to want 
to offer it to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. One 
then makes the offering, even though that car be­
longs to somebody else! [audience laughter] This 
is acceptable, as one likes that car! I have al­
ready mentioned that one may offer things one 
likes. But this does not mean that one can go 
into a neighbor's yard to cut down their flowers 
to bring to the Purple Lotus Society. [audience 
laughter] I have heard that flowers are quite ex­
pensive in the United States. If the neighbors 
have beautiful flowers growing in their yard, one 
may make a visualized offering of those flowers to 
the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. This is all right. 

What if one arrives at the temple and dis­
covers that one did not bring anything? What 
should one do if one has not seen anything nice 
that one wants to offer? One may offer the money 
that one has in one's pocket. This is fine. Does 
anyone know what offerings I made to the Bud­
dhas today? [Audience: A car?] Actually when 
I first arrived, I sat here and thought, "Oh no, I 
did not purchase any offering and I did not see 
anything I particularly liked, what should I of­
fer to the Buddhas?" The car I rode in on the 
way here was a Cadillac and I don't particularly 
care for Cadillacs. Then, just as I entered Master 
Samantha's office, I saw the four statues of the 
Deva-kings. I was delighted to see them. They 
are four very small statues. Master Samantha 
told me that they are antiques and are very valu­
able. They were just the right offerings to make 
to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas - as Dharma 
Protectors! Therefore, I transformed the four 
Deva-kings into millions of Deva-kings and of­
fered them to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. 
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After all, they belong to the Purple Lotus So­
ciety! [audience laughter and applause] 

When one sees an object that pleases one. 
one can make an offering of it. I always offer 
things that delight me. I have a vajra scepter 
and bell set of gold which I have offered to the 
Buddhas. 

Every car I have owned has been offered to 
the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. All the beautiful 
things that I own, including the whole Rainbow 
Villa, I have offered to the Buddhas. Therefore. 
anytime, anywhere, one can make offerings to the 
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas . As long as one has a 
pure mind and the offerings are made sincerely. 
from one 's true heart, one will achieve a commu­
nion with the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. This 
is also how one can attain a response from the 
Jambhalas. 

Know the Secrets and Practice 

with Perseverance 

If one wants to achieve a yogic response from 
the Jambhalas. one must pray to them - this is 
a key point. Also one must practice the Jamb­
hala P ractice with perse,·erance. One should not 
make a couple of generous offerings, do the prac­
tice for a week. and expect to see immediate re­
sults. Upon not receiYing immediate results , one 
often becomes lazy and gives up. One may even 
go so far as to not to want to see the Jambhala 
anymore and retire the Jambhala statue to the 
garbage can. Many people behave in such a way! 
One probably has heard that in Taiwan, some 
people break their earth god and wealth god 
statues into pieces after t hey lose money play­
ing Lotto. In psychology terms, this is called the 
transference of anger. One t ransfers one's anger 
onto the wealth deities. 

Therefore, besides knowing the secrets of the 
practices, one has to have perseverance. When 
one practir.es diligently and persistently, one cer­
tainly will achieve a yogic response. When the 
resolution is made wit h sincerity, the Jambhalas 
will surely be moved to help. Even if one does 
not already have go od fortune, one may cultivate 
good fortune by doing the practices. Why can't 
the Jambhalas bestow wealth upon one at the 
beginning? Because one lacks this good fortune . 
Therefore, one must first cultivate good fortune 
by sincerely resolving to help the Dharma and 
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by practicing with perseverance. This will move 
the Jambhalas to bestow wealth upon one. Hav­
ing a sincere motivation, knowing how to do the 
visualizations, and how to pray to the J ambha­
las, together with making generous offerings and 
practicing with perseverance , will enable one to 
achieve yogic responses in the J ambhala Prac­
tices. This should be clear to everyone now. 

The Jambhala Channeling Mudra 

Regarding the mudras for the practices, al­
though each Jambhala has his own specific mu­
dra, one may use the External Handclasp Mudra, 
as it is the collective mudra for all Jambhalas. I 
will also teach you a special mudra, since I have 
already told you the deep secrets of the J ambhala 
Practices! [audience applause] But keep this to 
yourselves! [audience laughter] This special mu­
dra helps one to gain access to the hearts of the 
Jambhalas. [Grand Master demonstrates] The 
two index fingers are hooked up like this while 
the three remaining fingers are pressing on the 
thumbs in each hand . I don't know if I am do­
ing the right thing in sharing this secret with 
you but , anyway, I will share it with you now 
as I have already gone this far! [uproar of audi­
ence laughter] This is also my secret mudra! The 
hooking of the fingers means that one's heart and 
the Jambhala's heart are interlinked. 

How does one invoke the Jambhalas to de­
scend? This is their innermost secret. I will be 
finished after telling it and be spanked by the 
Jambhalas when I go home! [audience laughter] 
When one is practicing the Jambhala Practice, 
one forms this mudra and then wriggles the two 
thumbs once. This means that when one's heart 
moves, the Jambhala's heart also moves, since 
the two hearts are interlinked. When a Jamb­
hala's heart is moved, he is motivated to descend. 
This is simple, but one would not have thought 
of it if I did not divtilge it. This thumb mov­
ing means the heart inside one's body is mov­
ing. This other thumb moving means the Jamb­
hala's heart is moving. Once the Jambhala's 
heart is moved , he will definitely be spurred into 
action and will descend to view the generous of­
ferings, to observe one's practice, and to hear 
one's prayer. And he will surely help one. 

When the Jambhala descends, he will radi­
ate light to bless one! When one comes into con­
tact with the golden dust particles radiated by 
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the Jambhala, one's entire body will glitter wi :: 
golden sparkles. When this happens, where\'e::­
one goes, one will have good luck. One will ge· 
a raise in salary, win a prize, find money on tt:­
roadside , and get business deals. Many peop::­
will come to offer support and to lend a helpir.~ 
hand. Business will thrive and customers \\~ 
shop at one 's store instead of other stores. T h:.: 
is a method to achieve such successes. Toda. 
I have taugh you t he mudra that leads to tt:­
hearts of the Four Deva-kings. One may the=­
chant the name of J ambhala to ask for help. 

If, after one prays, makes offerings, pa_~ 
homage , and practices with perseverance, OE 

still does not recei,·e any yogic response, o = 

should not blame the Jambhalas. One only he.:' 
oneself to blame. as this means that one has nc· 
yet accumulated enough merits. But, as ]or:_~ 
as one continues to chant the Jambhala Hea:­
Mantra, one's merits ,viii increase. Eventua[· 
one will be ble ed not only with money, but als: 
with good health. \Iany people have karmic i.:.:­
nesses that are caused by enemies and credito~ 
in the spiri tual realm. Devas can help to cu::-:­
such illnesses . \\"hen one's merits and good fo::-­
tune increase such enemies in the spiritual real= 
will go away. One· illnesses will be cured. The::-;c 
are many ways. in addition to money, that t t;c 
Jambhalas can gi\'e one help. 

Well! After teaching you all these secre·<: 
today, I no longer ha,·e any secrets in the Jamb­
hala Practices. [audience applause] The remair.­
ing steps in t he J ambhala Practices are the sarr:::­
as the ones in our True Buddha Tantric Dharm2. 
Practice. 

"Om, Jambhala. Cha Ian cha na ye, So ha­
- the mantra used in t he Yellow Jambhala Pra-c­
tice - is also t he root mantra for all Jambha­
las. Although each J ambhala has his own spe­
cific mantra and mudra, I will discuss these i.:. 
the future. What I have taught you today are 
their individual visualizations. 

In a while, when I give the Empowerment fo: 
the Six Wealth Deities, one might not be able tc 
simultaneously visualize all six deities. It will be 
sufficient just to visualize a yellow light shinin5 
on one's crown. 
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The Pure Land Vegetarian 
Restaurant 
An oral teaching by Master Sheng-yen Lu at 
the Pure Land Vegetarian Restaurant, San 
Bruno, California, June 6th, 1993. 

Translated by Janny Chow 

Please sit down everyone. Since we are at a 
restaurant today, I will speak standing up. 

Today is the opening ceremony for the Pure 
Land Vegetarian Restaurant. I hope from now 
on that all of you will come to bring luck to this 
restaurant and to receive blessings in return from 
this restaurant. It will bring mutual benefits to 
both parties. 

This morning it was very sunny and I also 
was quite taken by surprise. Before I left for this 
trip, I went to the Rey Tseng Temple in Red­
mond to pay homage to the Dragon Deva and 
many other Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, and I in­
vited them to come with me to San Francisco. 
This is mainly a pleasure trip since we are not 
holding a Dharma Ceremony nor giving any spe­
cial Dharma teachings. The whole idea of the 
trip was to perform the opening ceremony and 
to see you. 

Before this trip, I especially called upon 
many devas and Dharma protectors to come with 
me. But very strangely, throughout this trip and 
up until this morning, everytime I called upon 
my attendants, (not the visible ones but the in­
visible ones) , to come and have meals with me, 
they were absent. I found this strange, as these 
Dharma protectors and dakinis usually follow me 
wherever I go. I wondered if they were having a 
change of shift! 

So this morning I remarked to myself that, 
since the other Dharma protectors had not come, 
and since I had also gone before this trip to pay 
my respects to the Dragon Deva at the Redmond 
Rey Tseng Temple, why not make a special invo­
cation to the Dragon Deva to see if he was here 
or not. Indeed , the Dragon Deva was present . 
Since the Dragon Deva had come, I did not make 
any more remarks, as it was likely that he was 
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going to bestow fortunes upon everyone. W be=. 
the Dragon Deva bestows fortunes, he defini E. 

brings some rain with him. After a shower , : :.­
sky will turn sunny. So it will soon be su - . 
again. 

As the Dragon Deva was bestowing fort u_= 
upon us , bringing down a shower of riches -
water is equivalent to money - I want to e_ 
everyone that one drop of rain is worth ten · -
lion dollars. [audience applause] One drop : 
rain equals ten million U.S. dollars, as this is -=.~ 
United States. [audience laughter] I hope eve._ -
one got wet from t he rain just now. I also a­

wet from the rain - I was hoping that more ra=-­
drops would be fall ing on me. [audience laugh -
I was handed some paper towels to wipe the ra:_ 
away, but I was reluctant to wipe it off. [upro.::.: 
of audience laughter] Just a few drops will c­
enough fo r any one. 

I hope everyone will be able to obtain t ::__ 
blessing of fo rtune achieve a purification of m· - : 
and spirit, make progress in their cultivation, a:: : 
obtain Luminosity and Immortal Fruition. Since 
in Chinese, t his is named the Immortal Fruit \'eE­
etarian Restauran , I wonder if we are going · 
eat some immortal fruit in a while. [audie -
laughter] It is my wish that everyone obtains 
fruition t hat is beyond the realm of immortali ._ 
[audience laughter] I have here a red envelo_ : 
which I will offer as a blessing to the Immor:· 
Fruit [Pure Land] Vegetarian Restaurant. I ho. e 

that it will be profi table every day, every yea: 
until eternity. [applause] 
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A Complete and Detailed 
Exposition on the Basic 
True Buddha Tantric 
Dharma (II) Part B 

By Grand Master Sheng-yen Lu at Rainbow 
Villa, November 25th to 30th, 1992 

Translated from the Chinese transcript by 
Janny Chow 

Second Day, Part B 
November 25th, 1992 

The Fourfold Refuge 

The next step in the liturgy is the Four­
fold Refuge Practice, which also employs mantra, 
mudra, and visualization. Please note that this 
practice is the source of the power of reliance. 
Through relying on one's guru, who transmits 
to one the lineage, one obtains this power of re­
liance. 

The mantra to recite is: Namo Guru bei, 
Namo Buddha ye, Namo Dharma ye, Namo 
Sangha ye. Before this mantra is recited, one vi­
sualizes the guru, Triple Jewels, and scriptures 
to appear in the space before and above one, 
swirling to transform into a beam of great white 
light which empowers one. The guru, Triple Jew­
els, and all of the scriptures combine to form the 
great white light which enters through the crown 
of the practitioner, so one's body is filled with a 
luminous , white nectar. This is followed by the 
expulsion of black vapor from one's skin pores. 
The empowerment of the light causes the obscu­
rations within one's being to be purged through 
the skin pores. After the performance of this 
visualization, one then proceeds to recite three 
times, "Namo Guru bei, Namo Buddha ye, Namo 
Dharma ye, Namo Sangha ye." 

This Fourfold Refuge Practice is, in itself, 
the power of reliance. One's root guru plays an 
extremely crucial role because all the Dharmas 
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in cultivation are t ransmitted to one by the roo· 
guru. 

The N yingmapa Lineage 

I would like to talk to you about my own g'2· 

rus . When I was living at Ballard and cultiva· ­
ing there, P admasambhava appeared to me o ·­
of the spiritual realm and brought me to a pla-e-:­
called Pon-je-pu in Nepal. I don 't know if yo_ 
have heard of t he place or not , but it was therec 
that he gave me teachings and empowerments ·~ 
many Dharmas. He has always taught me tha· 
way. That is why Padmasambhava is equivale:c.· 
to my guru in the iyingmapa lineage. 

The Gel ugpa Lineage 

Regarding my Gelugpa lineage, I have take::. 
refuge in Guru Tubten Taerchi . He recently gan, 
me two tokens, a vajra and a bell made of golc 
He told me, "T his vaj ra and bell represent m:; 
empowerment to you of t he Highest Tantra Prac­
t ice. " These two tokens are now upstairs in m:· 
office. In addition, my guru from the Gelugpa lin­
eage, or your grand-guru, has personally scribec 
a verse which is now on display in the dining 
area. T he name "Tubten Chi-ju" appears on i . 
too. Tubten Chi-ju is the refuge name given to 
me by Guru Tubten Taerchi and it represents the 
lineage of Lama Tubt en of the Gelugpa school. 

There was a period in the past when I called 
myself Tubten Ch'i-mo because, at the begin­
ning , my guru gave me a note with the word 
Tubten on it and asked me to pick from another 
list a word to make up my refuge name. At tha 
t ime , a group of his students st arted their refuge 
names with t he word Ch'i and I liked the word 
Mo because it reminded me of Maha, so I became 
Tubten Ch'i-mo. 

Later , while I was in Hong Kong for another 
visit , my guru told me that many of his students 
were not very good. Well, how should I describe 
this? He sometimes likes to use rather coarse 
words . [audience laughter] He was commenting 
that the students whose refuge names began with 
Ch'i were not very good , well , I won't say any­
more, as I was also one of them. [audience laugh­
ter] Anyway, he said he was going to annul the 
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discipleship of all students with names that be­
gan with Ch'i. Then he suddenly wrote the verse 
with the name Tubten Chi-ju and showed it to 
me as my new refuge name. There was nothing 
I could do but to accept the new name. [audi­
ence laughter] In the verse he added "True Mas­
ter Lian-hsiang" (Mrs. Lu) behind my name. I 
guess she is the true master, and I am just the as­
sistant master. [audience laughter] Anyway, this 
new name of mine, Chi-ju, means self-mastery 
and freedom, so I don't really care who is the 
head and who is the assistant head. After all, 
my name is written before her name. [audience 
laughter] 

So, after scribing this verse, which has 
"Tubten Chi-ju" and "True Master Lian-hsiang" 
in it, he asked the students in the Hong Kong 
chapter to have it mounted and framed. Then 
he hung up the calligraphy and made me and 
Master Lian-hsiang stand in front of it to have 
a picture taken. This really made him happy. I 
guess my guru is somewhat eccentric. [audience 
laughter] I shouldn't have said that! [audience 
uproar of laughter] 

The Sakyapa Lineage 

You all know that my guru from the Sakyapa 
lineage is Sakya Cheng-kung, who is also an 
old master. After I met him, he gave me 
many empowerments including the Acharya Em­
powerment. Padmasambhava also gave me the 
Acharya Empowerment. Guru Tubten Taerchi 
gave me the Highest Tantra Empowerment. 

The Kargyu Lineage 

When I met the sixteenth Karmapa, he gave 
me the Five Dhyana Buddhas Empowerment, 
which is the highest empowerment - even higher 
than the Acharya Empowerment. If one knows 
about Tantric Dharma, one will understand that 
the Five Dhyana Buddhas Empowerment or the 
Supreme Buddha Crown Five Dhyana Buddhas 
Empowerment is the pinnacle of all empower­
ments. In this empowerment, one of the Bud­
dhas stands above one's head, one in front of 
one's brow, a Buddha at each ear, and one Bud­
dha at the back of one's head. The only Buddha 
greater than the Five Dhyana Buddhas is the 
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Atarma Buddha - the Primordial Buddha -
or Pu Hsien Wang Tathagata. He, however, i 2. 

Dharma Body, a Vajra Dharani, whose true mai:­
ifestation is the Five Dhyana Buddhas. There­
fore, the Supreme Buddha Crown Five Dhya c. 

Buddhas Empowerment is, indeed, the greates­
empowerment. The Five Buddhas are: to th-:­
north the Buddha t hat formed from the mero-­
ing of Buddha Shakyamuni and Amoghasiddi; c 
the east Akshobaya Buddha, who is also know:::. 
as the Immovable Buddha; to the south Ra -
nasambhava; to the west Amitabha Buddha, anc. 
in the center Mahavairocana. 

Thus it is rather st range that, upon meetin-= 
me, the Sixteenth Karmapa would give me th 
Five Dhyana Buddhas Empowerment. Perhap~ 
it was a mistake. [audience laughter] Anyway 
I had requested the Five Dhyana Buddhas Em­
powerment and that was, indeed, what he gan 
me. Therefore. this empowerment is the greates . 
even greater than the Acharya Empowerment . 

There are as many levels of empowermen 
as there are le\·els of practice: external, inter­
nal , esoteric. and inner-esoteric. There are also 
many other kinds of empowerments such as the 
Vase Empowerment. Vaj ra Empowerment, Bell 
Empowerment. Crown Empowerment, and Name 
Empowerment. All these are related to highe 
level practices. 

Respecting Teachers 

At the beginning, Mr. Three Peaks Nine 
States taught me many kinds of mudras and I 
was brought to the realm of t he spirit by the Bud­
dhas and Bodhisattvas. T hey brought me to visi 
the Maha Twin Lotus Ponds. The Taoist Her­
mit of Purity (Taoist Ching Chen) , also known a 
the Monk Liao-ming, taught me many Taoist and 
Tantric practices. When I was at the Jade Em­
peror Temple in Taiwan, I met the black-robed 
lady, Ms . Chi-E, whom we now call Aunt Chi­
E . She asked me to join my palms and kneel 
down and , as soon as I did this , I immediately 
achieved Oneness with t he Universe and obtained 
the Heavenly Eyesight. I have met many teach­
ers in the past and , even now, my heart is fu ll 
of reverence for every one of them. In the end , 
Ms. Chi-E also took refuge in the True Buddha 
School and that is why she often talks about how 
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a teacher helps a student and then the student 
turns around to help the teacher. 

For three years my invisible teacher from the 
spirit realm, Mr. Three Peaks Nine States, taught 
me many detailed practices. Someone has com­
mented that they found it curious that I should 
address him as Mister rather than Master. Actu­
ally, in ancient China, Mister is the most revered 
title one could use to address an honored person. 
The person who made that comment had a poor 
knowledge of Chinese Studies and was unaware 
of the traditional connotation. In modern times, 
Mister has become a very ordinary form of ad­
dress. For example, when someone now writes 
"Mr. Sheng-yen Lu," it is meant to be a common 
form of address. But, in ancient China, only ex­
traordinary personalities who were very lofty and 
who had attained realization were referred to as 
"Mister." That is why my spirit teacher refers to 
himself as Mr. Three Peaks Nine States. There 
is another high entity from whom I frequently re­
ceived teachings, who calls himself Mr. Ancient 
Lotus. Very great Buddhas have come to teach 
me. All these happenings are authentic. The 
lineages transmitted to me are also authentic. 

Negative Reinforcement 

To be very honest with you, in this life of 
mine, I have no fear of criticizing anyone. Af­
ter all, when I criticize someone, I am actually 
blessing that person. So, what does it matter! 
[audience laughter] 

When a Buddha criticizes a sentient being, 
it is motivated by love. Why would I even bother 
if I did not care about this individual? Isn't this 
true? I only scold people about whom I care and 
for whom I wish the best to happen. That is 
why such criticism is also a kind of love, a kind 
of empowerment sprouted from my inner being. 

I have taken a lot of criticism from many of 
my own gurus. Guru Tubten Taerchi frequently 
criticizes me, but I take it very well. In the past, 
Sakya Cheng-kung has also scolded me severely, 
but I never talked back to him, nor to any of 
my gurus for that matter. After all, a disciple is 
supposed to be empowered by his guru instead 
of the other way around. [audience laughter] I 
feel that it is normal and justified for my guru 
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to empower me through criticism. I am com­
pletely at ease with this, as it shows that my guru 
cares and thinks about me. When one's gun: 
stops criticizing one , it could be that the gur 
no longer thinks of one or there is no longer an.· 
kind of guru-disciple relationship between them. 
It is worthwhile to be scolded by one's guru, ru; 

it shows that the guru cares and loves and thinks 
about one. 

My guru loves to scold me and he does it all 
the time. However, whenever I visit, instead o 
criticism, I get a big hug from him. I have heard 
of my guru 's criticism of me and I still go to pay 
homage to him. This pleases him tremendously. 
as he feels t hat I am a good disciple who thinks 
about him and who will not go away despite all 
the criticism. 

Power of Reliance 

Amid all this is the power of reliance. After 
taking refuge in a certain guru, one has to obe · 
the guru and treasure t he Dharmas transmitted 
by the guru . One should not change the pro­
nunciat ion of the mantras, nor should one alter 
any of the Dharmas taught by one's guru. Why 
not? Because all these Dharmas and mantras 
have wit hin them t he power of lineage empower­
ment and the power of reliance. 

What if one feels that the guru's Dharmas 
are flawed because the guru 's pronunciation of 
mantras is flawed? Of course my pronunciation 
of the mantras is flawed because I am Taiwanese 
and have a Taiwanese accent. However, do not 
assume t hat one is being one hundred percent 
correct by following t he Tibetan pronunciation. 
In Tibet , there are three dialects. Tibetan tulkus 
from different dist ricts would have different pro­
nunciations of t he same mantra. 

There are more than two hundred dialects in 
the Himalayas. Each guru , depending on the dis­
trict , will pronounce the same mantra differently. 
Which one of them is to be considered correct? 
Furthermore, the Tibetan mantras came origi­
nally from the Indian Sanskrit, which evolved 
from Primitive Sanskrit. Primitive Sanskrit is 
the original, correct sound. Therefore, as long as 
one relies on the mantra sounds transmitted to 
one by one 's guru and, if one's guru has attained 
realization through these same sounds, then it 
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won't be wrong. What kind of power is this? It 
is the power of reliance. 

Are there any differences between the 
Tantric practices transmitted by me and those 
transmitted by existing practice texts? Yes, 
there are. Differences can be found in the three 
elements of mudra, mantra, and visualization. 
Which version should one choose? One should 
choose the version directly transmitted to one by 
one's root guru, as that would be the correct one. 
What kind of power is this? 

It is the power of reliance. 
If one visits another teacher and finds that 

the mudra used by this other teacher is different 
from the one transmitted by me and, if one then 
thinks the guru has made a mistake and decides 
to use the other teacher's mudra, one would be in 
error. One would have lost the power of reliance. 

Once a True Buddha student came to see me 
and tell me that he had taken refuge in another 
guru. I spoke to him, "That is very good. What 
has this guru taught you?" He replied, "His mu­
dra for the Ucchisma Practice is different from 
yours!" "Oh, is that the case? Then what did 
you do?" He then said, "Grand Master, I could 
tell that he is much older than you are." [audi­
ence laughter] I then asked him, "What do you 
mean?" [audience laughter] What he meant was 
that the guru who was more senior in age must 
be right. 

According to this student, his other guru was 
an adept in the Ucchisma Practice, so I asked him 
to show me the mudra he had learned from his 
other guru. Following my request, he started to 
fashion a mudra like this [Grand Master makes 
a quick hand gesture movement and audience 
laughs.] No sooner than it was formed he re­
leased it, apologizing at the same time that he 
really could not teach me how to do it . 

I found his motive quite amusing. Actually I 
learned the Ucchisma Mudra a long time ago. 
The late guru (Master Huei San) who taught 
me the Ucchisma Practice was one of the three 
Buddhist masters from whom I received the Bod­
hisattva Vows. This is the mudra he taught me. 
[Grand Master demonstrates] 

That student was afraid that I would learn 
his mudra; therefore, he behaved the way he did. 
Actually it did not matter, as the Dharma I have 
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learned stretches to infinity. How many gurus 
do I have? I myself have more than twenty gu­
rus. I have learned and practiced the Dharma 
for more than twenty years. Could it be possible 
that I do not know how to form the Ucchisma 
Mudra? Since this student compared me with 
other master and decided to learn from the other 
master, he may have lost the chance of obtaining 
the authentic Ucchisma Practice from me. In the 
future , I will be teaching the Ucchisma Practice 
and, perhaps, this student could learn it from me, 
if he stayed on with me. Like the Achala Practice 
which I have transmitted, there are many keys 
and secrets to the Wrathful Deities Practices. If 
one practices according to my instructions, one 
will obtain this power of reliance, which is the 
same as the transmission power. If one alters 
the practice by substituting certain portions with 
teachings from other gurus, one loses the power 
of reliance. 

Have you read a book called The Gurus in 
Himalayas ? I read it more than ten years ago in 
Taiwan. I don 't know whether or not you noticed 
a very important chapter in the book. One of 
the gurus climbed up a t ree which housed a bee­
hive. He talked to the bees, "Please do not sting 
me, please do not sting me." None of the bees 
touched him and he climbed back down safely. A 
disciple witnessed the strange event and asked his 
guru, "What kind of mantra did you use to keep 
the bees from stinging you?" His guru replied, 
"You only need to remember to tell them 'Please 
do not sting me ' and the bees will not sting you." 
So this student climbed up the tree and spoke to 
the bees, "Please do not sting me." Indeed the 
bees all obeyed him and left him alone. 

This student thought to himself, "Wow, how 
wonderful!" Hurriedly he went to teach other 
people the same thing. Consequently, someone 
followed his advice and climbed up the tree and 
repeated the same saying, but got stung to death! 
[audience laughter] 
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Empowerment from the Guru 

Why does the same saying work for some 
people and not for others? It has to do with 
the presence of the guru's power of empower­
ment. When a Tantric practice is taught by a 
realized guru, it becomes an efficacious practice 
that will bring results. If one just learns the prac­
tice from a text without receiving any empower­
ment from the guru, i.e., without the power of 
reliance from the guru, the practice won't be ef­
fective. Therefore, in Tantric practice, every vi­
sualization, mantra, and mudra has to be taught 
to one and empowered by the guru. Such empow­
erments are necessary for quick yogic responses. 

When Milarepa was learning under the Lama 
Ngogdun, he was not getting any response. Fi­
nally, after meeting his root guru Marpa, who 
gave him an empowerment, he went home to 
practice and was able to receive a yogic response. 
In fact, it was the same practice, as Lama Ngog­
dun was himself a student of Marpa. However, it 
took an empowerment from the root guru to pro­
vide the power of reliance before Milarepa could 
receive a response. 

Therefore, the chanting of "Namo Guru bei, 
Namo Buddha ye, Namo Dharma ye, Namo 
Sangha ye" is to generate the power of reliance. 
From this Fourfold Refuge Mantra, a kind of 
power which intimately binds the disciple to the 
root guru will come into being. When one chants 
this mantra, one should be wholeheartedly asking 
the guru, the Triple Jewels, and all the Dharmas 
to empower one. If it is not done this way, the 
power of reliance will not be there. One has to 
recite this mantra one million times in order to 
generate an authentic power of reliance. It is a 
very important practice in the Four Preliminary 
Practices. 

Many students do not realize that the crux 
of the Fourfold Refuge Mantra resides completely 
on the beseeching of the guru and the Triple 
Jewels to give one empowerment and blessings. 
In doing this liturgical step, one first does the 
visualization, then chants the mantra. The vi­
sualization has to be very clear, with the guru 
and the Triple Jewels of Buddha, Dharma, and 
Sangha merging together to form a brilliant beam 
of white light which enters through the crown of 
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one's head. After this visualization, one chant:; 
the Fourfold Refuge Mantra. 

Of course it is not easy in this world for a 
student to find a good guru, nor is it easy for a 
guru to find a good student. But , as long as one 
aspires to the Universal Truth, as long as one ha:: 
the mind to attain the Universal Consciousness. 
then , when one prays sincerely, one's guru wiL 
appear to transmit and empower one with the 
Dharma, and to always be nearby. Thus, whe 
a true disciple is ready, the guru will manifest. 
One do es not have to fear that there will not be 
a true guru to teach one the Dharma. As long 
as a student has made all the preparations, one·~ 
guru will manifest in front of one. This is a ver · 
important point. 

The Samaya Pledge 

St udents of superior foundation as well a.s;: 

masters who are fully realized are rare in this 
world. Before taking refuge in a guru, one mu 
first get to know the guru well. After takina 
refuge, one must never find fault in one's guru. 
Do not think that I am without faults; I do haw 
shortcomings . Neither do I think that my gurli!': 
are without faults ; they too have shortcomings. 
However, one must not think that something is 
amiss with the guru just because he has lost his 
temper or that he has done something wrong ii: 
one's view. 

Are you aware that, after taking refuge ir:: 
a guru , one should not have any regrets? Ir: 
Tantrayana, there exists between the guru ana 
his disciple a Samaya Pledge which binds the 
two completely together. When one criticiz~ 
or annihilates one 's own guru, one is annihila -
ing oneself, as the bond of the Samaya Pledge is 
unbreakable. Therefore , before committing one­
self and taking refuge , one must get to know the 
guru very well. After one takes refuge, one mu : 
try not to break the Pledge, as the force of the 
Samaya Pledge in Tantrayana is very strong anc. 
indestructible . 

Humans do err. My gurus also have shor -
comings which I would not talk about. Isn't it so'? 
What one learns from one's guru are his meri _ 
and virtues and not his demerits. Actually, wha· 
one has to learn from the guru is the Buddha 
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Dharma. A guru teaches the disciple the Bud­
dha Dharma that he knows and , after obtaining 
the power of reliance from the guru, the disciple 
works to attain realization. It is just this sim­
ple. So why should one be bothered by one's 
guru's behavior? Why should one mind if the 
guru sings? Why should one mind if the guru 
dances? Why should one mind if the guru drinks 
wine? Don't be bothered with any of these! Af­
ter all, these are not what one has to learn from 
the guru. What one has to learn from the guru 
is the Buddha Dharma. Make no mistake about 
it! 

I have many gurus and each of them lives his 
own lifestyle. I do not let any of their lifestyles in­
terfere with me. I only learn the Buddha Dharma 
from each of them. I respect them and the Bud­
dha Dharma that they teach. When one takes 
refuge in a Tantric guru, the strong and unbreak­
able Samaya Pledge automatically becomes ef­
fective and one then obtains the lofty power of 
reliance. The power that is generated when one 
practices the Dharma taught by one's guru is the 
power of direct lineage transmission. 

One must realize that the relationship be­
tween the guru and the disciple is , in fact , very di­
rect and intimate. This Fourfold Refuge Mantra 
serves to enhance and strengthen such power, the 
power of reliance. 

The Armor Protection 

Next I will discuss the Armor Protection. 
In performing the Armor Protection, one forms 
the Diamond Handclasp Mudra and chants seven 
times the mantra "Om, bo ru lan ze lee." The 
mudra is brought to touch the brow point, the 
throat, heart , left shoulder, right shoulder, and 
then back to the crown before it is released. At 
the moment of releasing the mudra, one visual­
izes the Vajrasattva or the Dharma Protector at 
one's shrine transforming into four bodies , guard­
ing oneself in front and behind, and to the right 
and left sides. This is to protect one from evil 
forces. This step gives one the power of protec­
tion. 

This Armor Protection might appear to be 
very simple, as it only involves bringing the Dia­
mond Handclasp Mudra to press upon the brow 
point, then the throat, heart, left shoulder, right 
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shoulder, and finally the crown before releasing 
it. Or does the right shoulder come before the 
left shoulder? [Audience replies, "Left shoulder 
first."] Sometimes I can't even remember the 
sequence, as I have been doing it for so long. 
[Grand Master laughs.] One does not have any 
problem during regular practice but, with the 
video camera running now and recording every­
thing, I am afraid that if I make a mistake with 
the order of the shoulders, many questions will 
arise and I will later get many letters asking for 
clarification. 

In general , Tantric practices consist of the 
three elements of mudra, mantra, and visualiza­
tion. Mudra is the secret used to purify body, 
mantra is the secret used to purify speech, and 
visualization is the secret used to purify mind . 
The purification of body, mind, and speech is an 
inherent secret of Mahavairocana Buddha. Uti­
lizing this secret of the Tathagata, a tantrika can 
combine the three secrets into one and purify 
karmic traces associated with the three existences 
of body, mind , and speech. Put more simply, by 
replacing the karmic traces of body, mind, and 
speech with the three secrets of mudra, mantra, 
and visualization , an ordinary person transmutes 
into a Tathagata. This method of purification of 
body, mind, and speech entirely forms the basis 
for all Tantric practices. 

Armor Protection is found only in Tantra­
yana and not in Sutrayana practices. There are 
many kinds of Armor Protection methods. For 
example, I have already taught you the Dream 
Mahamudra. In that particular method, one 
practices this skill of protection before one falls 
asleep: one assumes the Lion Posture, chants a 
mantra, and visualizes the Root Guru or Per­
sonal Deity appearing to emit light on one; then . 
from one's throat a red light is emitted and trans­
formed into a red tent covering one and helping 
one to peacefully practice the Clear Light during 
the sleep state. This is a protective force of the 
Dream Mahamudra. 

During meditation practices, one performs 
the mudra, mantra, and visualizes the Dharma 
Protector to keep guard around one in each of 
the four directions, protecting one throughout 
the practice. When one forms the mudra cor­
rectly, chants the mantra well, and enters deeply 
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into the visualization, one surely will receive pro­
tection from the Dharma Protectors. 

Other Circumstances When 
Armor Protection Is Needed 

There are also other circumstances when 
there is a need to perform the Armor Protec­
tion. Meditation is not the only situation where 
there is a possibility of demonic interference. For 
example, one has to take note when one visits 
a hospital. Many patients in the hospital have 
attached spirits. Why are these patients sick? 
Many of the illnesses are caused by attached spir­
its and ghosts. When one visits patients in the 
hospital, one should first perform the Armor Pro­
tection. Otherwise, it is possible that some of 
these attached spirits might follow one home and 
become one's own attached spirits. Then it will 
take some effort to have these attached spirits de­
livered through a Deliverance Ceremony. There­
fore, before visiting a hospital, one should per­
form the Armor Protection. 

Slaughterhouses also have many rancorous 
spirits. Why? Because these are places where 
killing is done. When a life is killed, an embit­
tered spirit is produced. Therefore, one needs 
to perform the Armor Protection before visiting 
slaughterhouses; otherwise, there will be many 
troubles when one becomes entangled by a ran­
corous spirit. 

Before visiting a cinema, one should perform 
the Armor Protection. Why are there ghosts in­
side cinemas? [audience laughter] One might not 
know that many roaming ghosts like to converge 
inside cinemas. Therefore, there is a need to per­
form the Armor Protection. 

Weddings and funerals also require the Ar­
mor Protection. When one gets married, one's 
ancestors come to participate and celebrate as 
they care very much about such major events 
in the lives of their descendants. When one dies, 
the spirits come to have a party to welcome one's 
birth into their world. Therefore, it is necessary 
to perform the Armor Protection in both these 
circumstances. 

It is best not to visit any places where 
pornography or sex is sold. If one goes to such 
a place, one should perform the Armor Protec­
tion. [audience laughter] What kind of ghost is 
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most populous there? The lust ghosts! [audi­
ence laughter] One might have a Pure Dharma 
Body [audience laughter] but, when a lust gho 
attaches itself, one, one's thoughts will have a 
difficult time remaining unperturbed. One fal ls 
down when one's mind is tainted with lust. Be­
cause of the presence of lust ghosts in such places. 
one has to perform the Armor Protection. 

In general, when one visits such places, in ad­
dition to performing the Armor Protection, one 
sometimes also needs to recite the Hundred Syl­
lables Mantra. When one chants the Hundred 
Syllables Mantra in the vicinity of these places. 
it brings great benefits to oneself as well as to 
other sentient beings, including the spirits. 

Therefore there are several circumstances 
when the Armor Protection has to be performed. 
A student has asked me if I could teach a special 
method as a substitute for the Dream Mahamu­
dra. He says that the Dream Mahamudra, which 
is equivalent to the Armor Protection, is too long. 
He is usually quite fatigued when he goes to bed 
and so he falls asleep half way through the Dream 
Mahamudra. [audience laughter] He works very 
hard during the day and, by the time he goes to 
bed, he is bone-tired and yet still has to prac­
tice the Dream Mahamudra! Why does the True 
Buddha Tantric Dharma have to be so tiresome! 
Sleeptime is sleeptime, why be bothered with the 
Dream Mahamudra! 

One might not be aware of this but, during 
the state of sleep, it is most difficult for one to 
remain mindful. I can assure you that I am con­
tinuously in the state of mindfulness during the 
nighttime as well as the daytime; but can you 
assure that for yourself? Even if one is capa­
ble of uninterrupted mindfulness during the day, 
one might not be able to keep such a guard at 
night. In order to be mindful during sleep, one 
must have some protective force guarding one. 
If demons come to steal one's chi or vital energy 
during sleep, then the longer one sleeps, the more 
restive one becomes. One might wonder why one 
is lucid and able to engage in noble and lofty 
discussions with others during the daytime but , 
as soon as one falls asleep, one is overtaken by 
confusion and chaos. One racks one's brain won­
dering why, but the same situation recurs each 
night. Such a condition indeed exists, which is 
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why nighttime is when it is easiest to lose one's 
mind. 

There is a simple way to do the Armor Pro­
tection and today I will teach you this Dharma 
Treasure. [audience applause] In contemporary 
society, people prefer something that is simple 
and easy over anything that is too long and cum­
bersome. 

Protection Power of 

The Vajra Scepter 

When one is lying in bed, regardless of one's 
sleeping posture, first visualize one's two big toes 
joined together and extending out until they are 
very long. Then visualize the area at the top of 
the crown also start to protrude and become long 
and extended. Doesn't it seem to turn one into 
a kind of unicorn? Well, let's not worry about 
it. Next the kneecaps start to transform into a 
five prongs, and the area between the kneecaps 
and the neck becomes the mid-section of a vajra 
scepter, while one's head becomes another five 
prongs. What has one become? One has become 
a vajra scepter. The five skeins knot at each end 
tapers out to a point, while the body transforms 
into the mid-section of a vajra scepter. After 
such visualization, one chants the tri-syllables 
mantra, "Lang, Yang, Kang." One chants this 
twenty-one times, or forty-nine times, or one hun­
dred eight times, or until one falls asleep. 

One's visualization has to be very clear be­
fore one chants the mantra, then what is sleep­
ing on the bed will be a vajra scepter. When 
the demons come and take a look, all they see 
is a treasure that can destroy them! [audience 
laughter] They leave one alone because one has 
chanted the tri-syllables mantra. The final sylla­
ble "Kang" means strong and sturdy. By chant­
ing the tri-syllables mantra repeatedly, one be­
comes strong and sturdy, and transformed into a 
vajra scepter lying there on the bed. The demons 
would not have the nerve to assault one. This is 
the simplest and easiest way of protection. 

An additional benefit of doing this practice 
is that one's life-span will be lengthened. So this 
is a very good method that provides strength and 
longevity. 
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Other Applications of 

Armor Protection 

We have to learn to apply the Armor Protec­
tion in our daily lives. One of these applications 
is to chant seven times the mantra, "Om bo ru 
lan ze lee," while holding the clothes one is to 
put on and visualizing them transforming into 
armor. With one hand to form the Hat Mudra 
and put it on the top of the clothes, one chants 
seven times the mantra, "Om bo ru lan ze lee" 
and visualizes the clothes becoming armor and 
the hat becoming a steel helmet. This is the way 
to practice Armor Protection. 

One has to learn to use the Armor Protection 
with flexibility because the demons themselves 
are quite powerful. When one performs the Ar­
mor Protection and has the vajra gods guarding 
over one, then one's spiritual cultivation will be 
free of demonic interferences. Every spiritual cul­
tivator must learn to do the Armor Protection to 
obtain the power of protection. 

One can visualize the vajra scepter as golden 
in color. 

"Lang, Yang, Kang." All of you here today 
who have heard this method can practice it when 
you go home. You will generate a kind of power. 
When you turn into a vajra scepter on the bed, 
the demons will stay away from you. This is the 
best method of protection. 

Today I have discussed three liturgical steps: 
the Mandala Offering, the Fourfold Refuge, and 
the Armor Protection. Actually there are many 
other kinds of Armor Protection methods, such 
as the Four Animals Armor Protection that I 
have mentioned in one of my books, but it is quite 
sufficient if one can do the Vajrasattva's Armor 
Protection well. When one performs, in addition, 
the Vajra Scepter Transformation at night, I be­
lieve one can become very firm and strong and 
will be able to attain very high accomplishments 
in one's future cultivation. 

Om Mani Padme Hum. 
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Everything Returns to the 
Void 
By Grand Master Sheng-yen Lu 

Translated* by Janny Chow 

Someone asked me, "Does the Rey Tseng 
Temple1 belong to you, Master Lian-shen? Does 
it belong to the founder of the True Buddha 
School?" 

"No," I replied. 
"Then the Rey Tseng Temple must belong 

to the abbot," he continued. 
"This isn't so," I answered. 
"If it does not belong to the founder nor the 

abbot, then it must belong to the descendants of 
either of them," he suggested cleverly. 

"That isn't the case either, since future gen­
erations might decide to sell the temple," I 
smiled. 

"In that case, it must belong to the United 
States," this time he spoke with resolution. 

"The United States does not necessarily re­
main forever as the United States. A flourishing 
country or civilization also can wither and be­
come extinct." 

"I am going to be right this time: the Rey 
Tseng Temple belongs to this planet since it 
is established on this planet," the person now 
sounded extremely happy, because he thought he 
had finally traced the answer to its root . 

"After going through the stages of formation, 
evolution, destruction, and annihilation," I com­
mented, "there will come a day when even this 
planet will no longer exist. Everything will re­
turn to the Void." 

"So, everything returns to the Void." The 
inquirer finally understood . 

According to the doctrine of Buddhism, the 
world goes through the four stages of "formation, 
evolution, destruction, and annihilation." At the 

* From pages 31-34 of The Striking Power of Zen, 
the 65th book by Grand Master Sheng-yen Lu, pub­
lished in Chinese, July, 1986. 

1 The reference is to the Temple in Redmond, 
Washington. 
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end of the cycle, everything of the physical world 
returns to the Void. 

There is a saying among Buddhist cultiva­
tors, "See through, let go, and self-mastery." 

To "see through" is to know that nothing be­
longs to "me," "you," or "him." A cultivator can 
let go of fame and reputation, profit and gain, 
as well as praise and slandering. By completely 
transcending the world, one remains untainted 
by prestige and wealth - this is to "let go." The 
breaking of the bonds to fame and wealth results 
from achieving self-mastery. One may be in a 
world where one 's situation is absolutely abom­
inable, yet one stays free and remains one's own 
master. 

After achieving true realization, a Zen mas­
ter beholds the realm that transcends the mate­
rial world. Ordinary people cannot even imagine 
what this kind of realm is like. In the enlight­
ened state, one no longer has desire for fame and 
reputation, and the conventional viewpoint that 
"reputation is a man's second life" is completely 
shattered. Most people desire riches and fame 
but, in the consciousness of a Zen master, riches 
and fame have been relinquished long ago; they 
are non-existent . This is a lofty, transcendental 
state of self-mastery. This kind of great freedom, 
as vast as the ocean and sky, is an authentic at­
tainment of "True Nature," a recognition of the 
true face of the Universe. 

In the Zen classic, Guan Ji Dou Jiao, there 
is this dialogue: 

Zen Master Mount Medicine, whose teacher 
was the Zen Master Boulder, had two disciples 
himself, Cloud Cliff and Tao Wu. One day, Zen 
Master Mount Medicine and his two disciples sat 
together in Zen contemplation. 

In front of the trio were two trees. One 
tree was growing luxuriantly while the other was 
withering. 

Mount Medicine asked Tao Wu, "Which tree 
is better, the thriving one or the withering one?" 

"The thriving one is of course better; it is so 
gloriously vibrant," replied Tao Wu. 

Zen Master Mount Medicine turned to Cloud 
Cliff and repeated the same question, "Which 
tree is better, the thriving one or the withering 
one?" 

Cloud Cliff replied, "The withering one is of 
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course better. Everything is quiet when the mind 
is as unperturbed as the still water. " 

At this moment, a novice monk was walking 
by, and Zen Master Mount Medicine asked him, 
" Which tree is better, the thriving one or the 
withering one?" 

Unexpectedly the novice monk gave this an­
swer, "Just let the thriving one thrive and the 
withering one wither." 

I feel that the novice monk's reply actually 
surpassed the answers of Cloud Cliff and Tao Wu. 
The novice monk's perception is in accordance 
with nature's way and the "natural state" is a 
state of Zen. When one is looking at a thriving 
tree, it is just a thriving tree; when one is looking 
at a withering tree, it is just a withering tree -
enfolded in this is the mystery of Zen. Why make 
the distinction of good or bad? The realm of Zen 
is the natural state that transcends "right and 
wrong," "good and bad," "have and have not," 
"benevolence and malevolence," "high and low," 
as well as "birth and death." When one is able 
to transcend birth and death, one realizes one's 
Original Nature and attains self-mastery. 

From the perception of Living Buddha Lian­
shen, nothing is either thriving or withering, as 
everything will return to the Void. From my in­
ner consciousness, the external world and all its 
appearances are illusory, not real. None could be 
an absolute answer. 

Someone approached me, "Congratulations! 
You now have ten thousand people taking refuge 
in you." 

"Let the thriving ones thrive," I said. 
Another person approached me, "One of 

your students has left you." 
"Let the withering ones wither," I replied. 
Is the number "one" a very small number? 

Is the number "ten thousand" a very great num­
ber? The True Buddha School shall thrive and 
the True Buddha School shall wither. Springtime 
does not stay forever in this world! As cultivators 
of the Tao, we must remain centered transcen­
dentally by "see through," "let go ," and "self­
mastery." 
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The Spirit World Can be 
Detected 
By Grand Master Sheng-yen Lu 

Translated * by Tannie Liu 

I read an ancient article which said, "When 
the Universe was created, it came with the dual 
forces of Yin and Yang. The existence of Yin and 
Yang implies the existence of gods and ghosts, 
and the existence of gods and ghosts implies the 
existence of Heaven and Hell. The debauched say 
they have no fear of life and death, so why fear 
gods and ghosts? Sticklers of hard data say that, 
while the workings of man are verifiable, those of 
gods and ghosts are undetectable. When I think 
about it, we are all under scrutiny all the time. 
Even if we are alone and in the dark, there are 
gods and ghosts all around. When touched by 
our good intentions, the gods and ghosts will pro­
tect us. When infuriated by our bad intentions, 
they will punish us. I have been reading and 
studying the world for forty years. I would pre­
fer to believe in the existence of gods and ghosts, 
rather than its non-existence. If it exists, people 
will watch their behavior and follow the prac­
tice of goodness. Such belief helps strengthen 
the moral fiber of society. Without it, people do 
not practice goodness, and major evil develops." 

I also read an article on page ninety-nine 
of the Jade Emperor's Almanac. It said that, 
in the County of Kui Tung, there was a Con­
fucian scholar by the name of Yang Chih Pan. 
Yang Chih Pan did not believe in karmic retribu­
tion, and took delight in slandering moral books. 
He despised the Theory of Transmigration. He 
took a copy of the Jade Emperor's Almanac and, 
upon seeing the drawing of ghosts with chains 
and shackles, wrote in red the three words, "Is it 
so?" Yang Chih Pan then opened the book and 
splashed every page with black ink to show his 
contempt. Beside the sentence "Money spent on 
alcohol is more than all other daily expenses," in 
the chapter on the Seventh Hell, he commented 
in red, "It's Ludicrous!" In the chapter on the 

* Translated from pages 59-62 of The Secrets of 
Reincarnation, the 34th book of Grand Master Lu, 
published in Chinese, March, 1979. 

Tenth Hell, beside the four words "a yielding 
infatuated girl1," he wrote, "The woman seeks 
death on her own. What is that to do with the 
man?" On the Hell Migrating Chapter he wrote 
"lying!" in bold red. On the Chapter of Madam 
Mann2 he wrote, "No way to cut off the root 
of suffering." He then drew on every chapter, 
adding sarcastic remarks such as "ridiculous," 
"lying," "superstitious," "impossible," "imagina­
tive," and "stupid." 

According to record, Yang Chih Pan's house 
suffered a mysterious and sudden fire. His son 
was burnt to death. His wife escaped, but was 
never heard from again. Yang Chih Pan, suffer­
ing severe burns; told everybody, "Earthly peo­
ple, please do not imitate my mean slandering of 
the Jade Empero.r's Almanac and endanger your­
self with karmic retribution." He dropped dead 
after finishing these words. 

In the preceding articles, the former gives a 
clear account that it is better to believe in the 
existence of gods and ghosts. The latter gives a 
clear account of the karmic retribution which can 
come from slander. Nonetheless, in the minds 
of modern men, reincarnation and karmic retri­
bution are regarded as just one of those ancient 
sayings, "Human affairs are verifiable, but those 
of gods and ghosts are undetectable." 

Regarding this matter, some simply stay 
at a respectful distance from gods and ghosts. 
Some do not bother to believe in them. A non­
slanderer is already a benefactor. It is difficult to 
find a believer of gods and ghosts, because there 
are so few - like morning stars in the sky. Take 
the example of my writing spiritual books. The 
amount of slandering I received was like a moun­
tain and the kinds of blows and obstacles that I 

' . received were like passing through the gate of hfe 
and death. It is unbelievable; I had never even 
dreamt that would happen. 

When I first began having mystical experi­
ences, I, of course, recorded my personal expe­
riences by writing from my heart with the ut-

1 A common story of an infatuated girl, deluded 
by false promises, who yields to the sexual desire of 
a man. She is eventually deserted and seeks her own 
death. 

2 Madam Mann is a goddess in the Jade Emperor's 
Almanac who gives a bowl of soup to whomever is 
leaving Hell. Upon drinking the soup one forgets one's 
previous life experiences and can start a new life. 



most sincerity. I hoped that people would un­
derstand karma, transmigration, karmic retribu­
tion, and the workings of the spirit world. I never 
thought that the sincere outpourings from my 
heart would invite jealousy, slandering and even 
violence. Finally I had to stay home all the time, 
close my door against visitors, and even change 
residences frequently. I initially thought about 
sacrificing myself for the good of all. But, upon 
encountering threatening experiences to both my 
body and my life, I realized that I could not give 
my life away so easily. What I could do was to use 
my pen, and I decided to do something positive 
with it. I do feel, however, like a book on morals 
- described by many people as being: ridiculous , 
lying, superstitious, impossible, imaginative , and 
stupid. But I have nothing to say to this. 

Although there are many more people who 
agree with me than who disagree with me, the 
few destructive ones make my days very difficult . 
Readers, please forgive my hiding. Please forgive 
me! 

I claim that the spirit world is not unde­
tectable. I have my reasons. We cannot focus 
only in the present, but must look at the future , 
too. We have to look deeper. Where does life 
come from and, when we die, where do we go? 
We have to realize that, within this huge Uni­
verse, it is a mystery to be born as a human. 
Have you ever thought very much about why 
things exist in the Universe? Are they all with­
out a reason? Is it possible that life is merely 
a chance happening, and that death is a chance 
happening too? Is there really no logic or princi­
ple behind it? Is it really the case that life is like 
an illogical, fabricated story? Do we come from 
nothing and die an empty death? 

As a matter of fact, transformation governs 
the whole of nature. It governs the movement of 
the planets, and all change within the Universe. 
It includes the birth and death of all mechanisms, 
and even the blood circulation within the human 
body. All things, from the largest to the small­
est, undergo transformation. From this we de­
duce that, in the living world, there are no ex­
ceptions. When a person is born, he is coming 
from the spirit world. When he dies, he is re­
turning to the spirit world. Many great philoso­
phers thought about this throughout history, and 
it is verified by both Eastern and Western spir­
itualists. Therefore, the mystery of the world of 
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the mind [spirit] will, of course, slowly become 
clearer. In searching for the truth, even science 
will someday prove that the spirit world exists. 

Why do people know nothing about the 
spirit world? According to my understanding, 
it is because of the "segmentation of life and 
death." Within the Three Worlds, transmigra­
tion between life and death of ordinary beings is 
segmented, so they do not realize the existence 
of the spirit world. On the other hand , there 
is also "transformation of life and death." This 
refers to the saints who have transcended the 
Three Worlds. They no longer have the forms 
and images to undergo transmigration. Life and 
death only occurs in their minds, through the 
origination and cessation of their thoughts. To 
avoid the transformation of life and death, Bod­
hisattvas must cut off the root ignorance. From 
this we realize that the spirit world is actually 
the world of the mind. Ordinary people cannot 
understand that the death of the physical body 
is the segmentation of life and death, and that 
the life and death of the spirit occurs through a 
transformation in the mind. 

I feel that our world exists only "presently." 
There are people and everything in it, but will 
the world exist forever? Nobody can guarantee 
it , because there is always change in the Uni­
verse. Nothing is permanent. Everything , from 
the biggest objects, like the planets, to the small­
est, like the atom, constantly undergo transfor­
mation. Therefore, although the Universe con­
tains many things, it is actually empty of inher­
ent existence. In every moment, things are un­
dergoing changes, and the cycle of creation and 
destruction never stops. There is much knowl­
edge within the Universe, but such knowledge 
cannot explain the world of the mind and of the 
spirit. As is true of all things in the Universe , 
such knowledge is only temporal. Even knowl­
edge itself exists temporarily and does not last 
forever; it undergoes cycles of creation and de­
struction. Therefore, I know that "Truth" is a 
breakthrough in ordinary knowledge. Truth is 
real, permanent and changeless. 

I know that : 
Transmigration is the continuation of the cy­

cle of life and death. 
It has no beginning or ending. 
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The Miracles Which Come 
from Practicing the True 
Buddha Tantric Dharma 
by Lee Ming Lun 

Translated* by Alice Yang and Darrell 
McLaughlin 

The Reason for Taking Refuge 

At the beginning of 1989, due to constant 
fluctuations in my computer software business, 
I was feeling my life had been limited by fate. 
It seemed that no matter how much effort I de­
voted to the company, the business just would 
not progress further. Since I was not willing to 
resign myself to this destiny, I decided to search 
for the truth about fate. My exploration led me 
to many books on the subject of realizing and 
changing one's fate. 

This search took me on many journeys. 
Once, in Chinatown in Winnepeg, (a city in cen­
tral Canada), I happened upon a geomancy book, 
Household Geomancy: A Detailed Explanation, 
by Grand Master Lu. At first, when I started 
reading the book, I was very skeptical. However, 
the more I read, the more astonished I became 
by the experiences of the writer. It was like read­
ing the Chinese mythological classics, Feng Shen 
Yen Yi ( the stories of Chinese gods) . It was that 
amazing. 

Living Buddha Lian-shen's books seem to 
have that magic of immediately grabbing a per­
son's attention. After finishing the first book, 
I immediately purchased more of his writings. 
It was after reading the book, True Buddha 
Dharma: The Actual Practice, that I came to 
realize the importance of the famous Buddhist 
saying, "It is precious to acquire a human form, 
yet such I have acquired. It is rare to hear the 
Dharma teaching, yet now I hear." Thus, I wrote 
to Living Buddha Lian-shen to take refuge in 
him. 

During April of the same year, 1989, I went 
to San Francisco on a business trip. Having just 

* Translated from the Chinese text published in 
the June 1991 issue of this journal (p.16). 

taken refuge, I was not at all familiar with the 
True Buddha Dharma, so I took this opportu­
nity to visit the Purple Lotus Society and to 
learn about cultivation. I consider my meeting 
with Master Samantha to have been very lucky 
and special. At that time, the Purple Lotus Soci­
ety was located at Master Samantha's apartment 
and the day I arrived was the very first day that 
she was conducting group cultivation after hav­
ing given birth to her second son Engih Vajra - a 
birth that, due to complications, had caused her 
to undergo life-threatening surgery. The Grand 
Master elaborates on Master Samantha's karma 
with the True Buddha School in his book, Among 
the Mists, Rivers, and Bright Clouds (II). 

Despite having just had surgery, Master 
Samantha talked very patiently with us. Master 
Samantha described her spiritual responses after 
taking refuge with Grand Master Lian-shen and 
of her telepathic experiences with Megia Pusa, 
her first daughter. Later on, she explained the 
basic liturgy and shrine setup. Before we left, we 
were given two malas ( one for my wife), a picture 
of Living Buddha Lian-shen, and a book, Four 
Expositions Concerning Fate, which has helped 
me to turn my life around. Finally, she reminded 
me that, if possible, I should go to Rey Tseng 
Temple in Redmond, Washington to visit Grand 
Master Lu and ask him to bless my business so 
that it would flourish. 

On the way back to the hotel, I was feeling 
very touched by her kindness. I had finally met 
someone who truly wanted to propagate the True 
Buddha Tantric Dharma and who devoted her­
self to it. Without regard for the pain from her 
surgery, Master Samantha had returned to work 
after only a few weeks. Her great compassion and 
her determination to save sentient beings are im­
measurable. How fortunate for us! 

Blessing from the Grand Master 

At the beginning of June, 1989, through the 
guidance of Master Samantha, my wife and I fi­
nally came to pay homage in person to Grand 
Master Lian-shen. I beseeched the Grand Mas­
ter to bless my endeavors, so that my computer 
products could be completed without too much 
difficulty. Because of my encounter with the 
Grand Master, my wife and I were blessed with 
several miracles in our lives. The following are 



my thoughts about his blessing. 
1. Although the Grand Master is honored as 

an enlightened Living Buddha, every Saturday 
he still sees visitors and disciples from around 
the world, blessing them and removing their hin­
drances so that their wishes can be fulfilled . It 
would be rare and difficult to meet another per­
son who is as compassionate as he is. 

2. Because of the many miracles that have 
happened to my wife and me, I now realize the 
power of the blessing from Grand Master. On 
he surface, the Grand Master may merely seem 
o be smiling while accepting our homage when, 

in fact, he has already used his transcendental 
power to bless us and purify our karmic hin­
drances. Through this, our wishes can be ful-
511ed. 

3. Grand Master often helps sentient beings 
by employing his great Dharma power to deliver 
and liberate them. Grand Master purifies the 
negative karma of the souls who come to him 
_or help, and sends them to the Wheel-Turning 
Imperial King1 so that they can be reborn, ac­
cording to their karma, as human or deva. Thus, 
:hey will have a chance to cultivate and to attain 
Buddhahood. The effect of the Grand Master 's 
deliverance is much superior to our chanting of 
sutras , even if we chant numerous times. 

Testimony of Miracles After Taking 
Refuge 

After I took refuge, things became brighter 
:or me. I'd like to list a few of the miracles 
that happened to my wife and me. The following 
· hree are examples: 

1. Before taking refuge, I was afflicted with 
emorrhoids . Every time I went to the bath­

room, I would bleed and there would be unbear­
able pain. Due to this suffering, I was so uncom­
:ortable that I would fidget all day long. The 
5rst time I saw Master Samantha, I asked her 
: there was anything I could do to alleviate the 
uain. She asked me to recite the Diamond Sutra 

fty times and to keep a vegetarian diet for one 
!llonth. She said that the pain would definitely 
decrease. After doing the work she assigned to 
!Ile, my hemorrhoids were completely and mirac­
:tlously cured, without any medication 

1 The spiritual king who is in charge of 
:eincarnation. 
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2. I run a computer software company. Due 
to the amount of time and effort involved in 
researching and developing new computer soft­
ware products, the company depends a great deal 
on investment capital and a stable , skilled work 
force. During this period, because of inexperi­
ence in labor and insufficient funds , I often en­
countered cash flow problems and a high turnover 
rate. After being blessed by the Grand Master 
in June, 1989, turnover was no longer a problem. 
Not only did new employees stay, but they were 
all very devoted to their work for the benefit of 
the company. 

Then, at the beginning of 1990, my company 
needed new investment capital - as much as 
40 ,000 Canadian dollars. I tried everything to 
acquire the funds, but to no avail. Finally I went 
to Rey Tseng Temple to ask the Grand Master to 
bless us. In addition to blessing us, he (without 
my supplication) took the initiative to perform 
a Tantric Yoga for us. Within three months I 
had collected most of the needed money - even 
though this was a time when the economy was 
weak. This proved again that the power of Grand 
Master's blessing is truly inconceivable. 

3. Five years ago, my wife had a miscar­
riage, which left her physically very weak. For 
many years she had wanted to have a child, but 
it seemed to be very difficult for her. When she 
met Grand Master in June, 1989, her only wish 
was to become pregnant. 

"Grand Master, is it possible for me to get 
pregnant?" she asked . 

"Yes, within three years ," Grand Master 
replied 

"Why does it take three years?" my wife 
asked. 

"Do more sincere charitable deeds. Then the 
karma of having a child will come," t he Grand 
Master replied. 

Before leaving, he gave us a charm that en­
abled my wife to get pregnant. 

At the end of that year, after we followed 
the Grand Master's advice, practicing the True 
Buddha Tantra and performing charitable deeds, 
my wife became pregnant. Then in September 
of last year, she delivered a chubby baby boy. 
Although she herself only weighs a little more 
than 90 pounds, the baby boy weighed 8 pounds, 
and 3! ounces. She successfully delivered t he 
baby in only three hours at the hospital. This 
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is another miracle . Grand Master's blessing is 
really inconceivable! 

My motivation in searching for the 'Iruth 
gave me an affinity toward reading Grand Mas­
ter's books and taking refuge in him. With a 
compassionate heart like that of Bodhisattvas, 
Grand Master again and again describes in his 
books the essence of Worldly Dharma. If one 
wants to change one's destiny and achieve suc­
cess in the Worldly Dharma, one doesn't have to 
seek elsewhere. As long as one diligently studies 
Grand Master's books, one will realize the key to 
the mysterious power. 

In order to help those with an affinity to the 
Buddhas to effectively steer their fate, I would 
like to summarize what I learned during these 
two years of practicing Worldly Dharma: 

1. Understand and respect Karmic Retribu­
tion. In the book The Secrets of Reincarnation, 
Grand Master mentions many times the impor­
tance of karma, and the fact that good and bad 
karma cannot cancel each other out. What you 
reap is what you have sown. Karmic retribution 
never misses. 

2. Take refuge in the Grand Master. The 
Grand Master mentions this often in his books. 
Taking refuge is like a student registering for a 
class. If one does not take refuge, it is like merely 
auditing a class. Although one may finish the 
course, one's academic achievement will not be 
acknowledged. Taking refuge is like registering 
for the class. With that status, one can do the 
cultivation and study the '!rue Buddha Tantric 
Dharma. Also, by obtaining the blessings and 
the lineage power of the Vajra master, one's cul­
tivation will result in spiritual response. 

3. Repentance. Suppose someone is con­
stantly hampered by karmic hindrances and dis­
turbed by enemies from previous lives. How 
could such a person avoid imminent disaster? 
How could such a person improve his prosper­
ity? If the person can continuously practice re­
pentance yoga and pray for the deliverance of his 
karmic enemies, then the bad luck will eventually 
be removed. This is why Grand Master always 
blesses us and purifies our karmic hindrances at 
the Blessing Ceremony. 

4. Accumulate merits. If one wants one 's 
wish to be granted soon, the practitioner has to 
do many charitable deeds and accumulate merits. 
There are many good ways of doing this. Helping 

to print sutras, propagating the Dharma, render­
ing offerings to the Grand Master, and helping 
others are just a few of the ways. The book, Four 
Expositions on Fate, elaborates in detail about 
doing charitable deeds. . Based on my personal 
experiences, reciting the '!rue Buddha Sutra and 
Diamond Sutra can be very effective. 

5. Supplicate with a detailed wish. No mat­
ter what you ask from practicing Dharma, you 
should define it carefully. Write down your goals 
or wishes clearly, including what efforts you are 
willing to expend in a certain period of time. If 
what one asks for is much beyond one's abilities, 
then it would be better to additionally suppli­
cate the Buddhas with a vow. The vow must be 
honored after one achieves one's wish. 

6. Visualize the wish come true. Meditate 
every morning and evening. Totally concentrate. 
First visualize what your feelings will be after 
your wish has been granted. Then visualize the 
entire process, step by step , of how you can reach 
your goals. Finally, and best of all, visualize the 
Grand Master radiating light on the whole pro­
cess. 

7. Have a sincere heart. If one has faith, 
one's wish will be granted. According to the 
Buddhist scriptures , everything is only an illu­
sion. So, as long as the practitioner can focus on 
performing charitable deeds, persist in practic­
ing the '!rue Buddha Tantric Dharma, and keep 
one's goal in mind - with strong faith and sin­
cerity - then one's wish will be granted. 

8. Faith. Before success comes, the prac­
titioner must endure many tests. Therefore, a 
practitioner must have faith in his or her goals, 
and strive step by step toward the desired suc­
cess. The Day of Success will not be too far 
ahead! 

I hereby make witness for all: practicing the 
'!rue Buddha Tantric Dharma will produce spir­
itual response. If one asks for good health, one 
will be healthy. If one asks for business pros­
perity, then one's business will prosper. The 
same goes for family harmony. All one's wishes 
are blessed because of Grand Master Lian-shen's 
compassion. 

Om Mani Padme Hum. 
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mmm~i;-a:ffi•••sm•·•m•~•~••· 
m:ttt,\l.11: ffi:ffl..J1tllli1Ul 0 

Teo Wai Hin:My late wife lian hua tan chor huay my 
late bro, chbong yat onn. 

Chen Huan Yi : i;-aa•m• • Wfel:11t:Bi: 0 

~~~: m•••, Jlt,t,,~~. 
mmallli : ••~ 1oc • 
Count A. Chiang: !lay Grandmaster bless london in 

building a. true buddha temple. 
\Vi.Ison Yip: Mayhuddha guild me in seeking the truth. 
llr. Leung Tsang : Jlay buddha bless me in finding a 

suitable job, 
JohnT;m:May buddha. guide me in building a temple in 

Las Vegas. 
Michael Mavros: May buddha bless my family and the 

greek community in las vegas. 
Chiang .Shih Chi eh: May buddha guide .me in getting the 

necessary funds to build a temple in London. 
••••• gzp::i;-··~--~~····*~···· 
ffllilli~ ! ffii.J1tll!l •• zp:'9;: 'Jff:Bi:{11l»l 0 

ff:Bi:/lli} : ffi{7fl7'6~~tl/1i.J1t~ 0 . 
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*1J,~: ••m•tflJ...zp:'9;: 0 
Lam YaLFae : mall*~• • . '§ilF • 
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1:t'<:F* ! :::t;:c!i"i1~~1¥J&;t!•j!j: '3':*.J1tllll.Jlltfl J...zp:3i: 0 

. ~llt:lffl ., ~!llfP/f: .:ifle'JlliH!J , .J!tl!l.J!lf ·, 11:l J... zp:~ 0 

m-re~~ : *>AUimlijt , :11t1Ja{7fl~ • 
'fi•j!f .: ••m•> •a*~ 0 · · 
Meisie Gum.u Ga:llay buddha bless me in my studies. 
~~~ , ~f!~ : i;-wFlo. '9;:/ijiJIJ , JiAilJIU:Ut , !it~i!"l~i'&i®. 

!l{Jff 0 

:ffl~m : mmi.•i!l ; aJJ,t,,Jltt.. 
mm:m%' ·! 1!UlH\OJ' WJ,t,,Jttt. o 
ffi."i'!fJ:&:.: mmi.:aJ!l, a)f,G,J&tt 0 

rui~,G,f\11J~~-, aJ3,G,Jltt• 
Tessie / Littlewood.: Buddha pleas bless me in 111.y neY 
· . fobJlay buddha guide me in seeking the truth. 
~:t!@l!. : ftJ/l¥~) 1'_g~~ O 

it~~!!*111r:. fj-l!ll•1t , *•m~ , Ji'/ ®.!l! s ~ifii:" 
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r1m~t::.•• :.+JJ°W1t~m%1:.~ .•0 . 

Juliann,vYang :JU!fflfm~lt.o ·•• ~-.ii, :mff.t~., .... mJ~o ..... 
mm~%' : alt'i~A#fl!Hl!Jfi •~m*'.le: ·0 

3:#{:: : kip(jg)l{i*J$ffl'W!Jff•II% d . 
· limR;,,I<. ; )11J!l.ffe~- ' $1-R•m ' i;-*¥* ' M$"Wi~ 0 

r1:rt11..,ir: m•~~ , ,!1J,l!l1l!l!lf •~*¥*, 11:t~•~ 
~Hf!l{J,t* a ::tf'F.l:'71-~~llr&& • .. . 

Tllri Kim 'fo(: May/ liuddhacure my<il lness . 
fay ;im&hong :)lay B11rc1tia/ btess me Jn mY 11ork . 

• Richard B.l(.iong: Biessi~gsfor D1{.f~mily . •• > .... . ) 
A!liert .Chiang: Offering ·· to grandma.ster on b~ha!fof 
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my late father. 
•m••:••m••~•t!tnmm~&•~•~·~•m 

--~Ml-!\!Sf*{lfii/J o 
Mrs Pauline Teo: lilay buddha bless my husband in his 

new business. 
Winnie Tan:May buddha guild me to enlightment. 
Tong Lim: May buddha bless my family. 
Leonardo Ilana lo: llay buddha bless my family with good 

health. 
Pornnate Vorasadit: May buddha blees me with a 

healthy chi Id. 
Shu11en Liang: ••m•, !tl!lil!Jll o 
•••~:..t•~•R·T•~•5• 
Lim Tian Lui: {7fl~:11tA, ;§!$!<0'.l! o 
Agnes & David Chan: ~ff.I'., f,!,Jt.JOfffii){Jk/l.J1tll o 

m:1sJ!fl: •~•m. ii!w.J:11t:Bi:. 
•~11r : .J1t1111:•• , ••m•. 
Shirley Lau: $•/ffi~J o 

Patrizk Hui: ··®~J, ••m• o 

Khristina Lau: ··lffi~J, -~m• o 
mm.nJllf! : >Ul'LJ&.ffli BJ:*®M •m•llll , ••-!\! s m• 0 

•m•:•••••••,••tzo•• 
~~~:m•••·fu·~~,&111/l!., •• lffi~o 
R ~,~•:•Rm~,•m•~~~-~·••lffi~• 
Nancy En : mal!l , ffiil!~W o 

Becky Yang: ffli'ffi:ffl*-•• 8 #I• , :11tffll• o 
-~~:••m• ,•m••,wJ...zp:~ o 
Ellen Y.Hsu: •t!t~ffl.tl{.;ttt~~±, li:l&:{7flttl: o 
~~~:.J1tm••,•~m• 0 

tll~ : -Wiffi~Jtzoa , •••m • 
Elaine Lee: llO'tlt®•tliM.;t, ~i!l-!\!m o i;-Ji'f.J1tl!lil!.lltt o 
Caudy Tang: ;#•• o 
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Yu Min Wu : "3':*zp:'5( , -W!ffi~J o 
1!1Iliiil~ , 1!1l*tt, -stet#\': .J1t1111:•« • ••lffi~J , ••m• 

t ,t,,ffli'lmffi O 

James Lenna Jang: ~a.J1tl!lil!/llt o 
!%~~: ftazp:* , ••tzar!. 
~JI:~.: i;-*zp:'9;: '••tzo• 0 

Tang Tung : Lisa & Ricky Tang ••i!* , JiAi!ll(l!lt o 

£!ltll : fi1rl'l'm~ • 
!ffi:~ffi , mxtt : .J1tm•• , x~•• . 
Jim Chun Hua. Tong : --'-tlJJJ!ij,ffJ o 

~*~uoo : .J1tlllil!~ , ••m• o 
Richard K. Liu: -W$~J o *~!ff : 3J<BJ:ffl(lf$~J$~J~m, "F-B *flJ~m , -~zp:'9;: 

lffi~J .0 

J.1i%~•=•~•t!tKffl.M.;t•B~~imm•m 0 

l.limiti't : BfAlffi:ffl.tt~~'/il'~· ' 
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Sunday 

July 4th long 4 
weekend 
Closed 

8 OOpm .A~tilii{Jl+ 
Sulra Chanting 1i 

11 

-=-
1S 

'i:f-t-1:00pm 
-ti­
IL 

.ltb ~ £. 
,Sf', ~ X 7&- t/J tr i.¥. * 

PLS Upcoming Events at 
Monday 

ti 
July 4th Jong 
Weekend 
Closed + 
Jtl!ll~,t " 

12 

Tuesday 

=t.mfi!:lI 
:k!Uf108 
P9A/i~l08 

8:00pm 

=1.JafitJiz 
:kfA:jllOB 
;%M1J,CitH,i/:i; 
8: OOpm 

Wednesday 

fl Birthday Celebr. 7 
of Grand Master La 
8:00pm 

+ J{!!_ itdlt,~~ + 
-1:; 8:00pn/lJ/:i;i)I~ A 

13 14 

2( 

;.!(l&fuU{Jl . ; ti't~:iiti!!l=;tllffi 
Sutra Chan tmgfJl Bardo CeremonYfJl 
8:00pm _ 8:00pm 

-=-

Thursday 

+ 
-=-

+ 
IL 

1<'.i 

-ti-

Friday 

ft: P/f:ff;'f.t'Jfr~I-T~UO/f J!.~, -tt,tt:'ilJ (415-952-9513) o 

Note: all schedules are subject to change; please call PLS at 415- 952-9513 to confirm . 

Sunday 

1 

+ 
l!!I 

s 
J1' * -t-1: OOpm 

-ti-
-
1<'.i 

* A 

22 

f.' ru:: 1' ,t 1' rt 

.ltb ~ £. ff', ~ X 
Upcoming 

,'-1, f/J 1t i.¥. * 
PLS Events at 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

2 3 4 ti lt'll-~i!El 
8: OOpm ;.\,;/;lif,iJjl{jl =.1.Jair!JIZ True Buddha Sutra ff-*:!R.'K 
Sutra Chanting :k!PJfl08 f,ifiJ!Uil',i{Jl 

8:00pm + :~J'iJiJ,Ci'!Hiiit + + 8:00pm + 8: OOpm 
Ji_ 

" -1:; A 

g 
J:. t,i; @] *' 10 11 12 
=.1Jo1JIJ1 

:klUHD8 

* ITTlAfi~108 * * * -=- 8:00pm - l!!I Ji_ 

1tJ 17 1S 1g 
~tw~@=iWtt 

8:00pm ;.!(~!ml{Jl~ Bardo 

* 
Ceremony Sutra Chanting 'fJJ 

fJl 8:00pm -
11., + - -=-
2J J~ -- 2~ 2( 

l &&J:.t,i;•tt•"~* 8/ 23 -- 9/2 ~~ 
----· ------- -~--------- ·-·-·--- --· lVH:..:k.± 

.JUI'¥ ~.3 

Saturday 

2 July 4th Long 3 
Weekend 
Closed 
~ J{ 1: Ii) ff- -\t 

+ #,-;J:. + 

10 

8:00pm [il]p~ 
..=. Weekly Group -ti­
+ Practice -

1tJ 17 

8:00pm fillPJ . 
-ti- Weekly Group -tl-
-1:; Practice A 

8:00pm filli~ 
fJl Weekly Group 
Ji_ Practice 

30 31 
8:00pm [il]p~ 
Weekly Group 

+ Practice + 
-=- -

Saturday 

{J 7 

8:00pm [il]/J 
+ Weekly Group -=-
11., Practice + 
13 14 

8:00pm fillPJ 

* Weekly Group -II-
7' Practice -I; 

20 21 

8:00pm fill!) 
'fJl Weekly Group 'fJl 

- Practice l!!I 

27 2S 
'f:J,.,i!t'J-t-

~,\!Jli!--t- 'i'n 
. =1mrn.J1z s: oop~ 

'fJl ;\::fA:jl l08 'fJl fJl 'fJl ~~ff-;!,;!R,'j\' 'fJl Ii) ff-~ ff, - ik + 
Bardo Cerernonyti i- 1i'iR!ui:Hiiit -t; i\. 11., 8:00pm + -

2g :Jt 31 
=.1.Ja1J!JI 

:;1.;:nm 10B 

+ + 11YB&~l08 + 8: OOprn 
-=- - l!!I 

ft : P/f :ff ;'f. ti! H ~I -T ~UiPif J!. ~ , :A- ,t 't 'iiJ ( 415- 952- 9513) o 

Note: all schedules are subject to change; please call PLS at 415-952-9513 to confirm. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday 

,'fi f/J fr ;fi * PLS Events at 
Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 2 
"';t.f-lt Hifijs@~it'.iit 

8:00pm;l;.Jl111.!t 
Sutra 

+ + Chanting 
Ji " 

Saturday 

3 t~~~r ;;,~kend 
Closed 

4 

~l!!l*1* 
+ 

i'J1}tf>f-;J: 
+ 

-b 8 :00p111i J /~/£ A 
- f---------

Labor Day 
c'.i 

Labor Pay 
{> 7 s g 1() ,!!,~ Ill al!lt 11 

~f.~Ht~=~l.f l'Jt}-W>f-;J: Long weekend Long weekend Bardo 

Closed Closed Ceremony Bardo Ceremony 

+ =- 8: OOpm -Ir -Ir -Ir -Ir in Redmond -Ir 
Jr, + - =- - '2!J Closed Ji 

--~------- -
~1:l!lt i}-t 12 13 14 lc'.i lf> 17 lS 

Bardo Ceremony ~f.ifi:£~=~1.f 
Jti&,.1. :ti' /l lli!.~ A jjt'lf*Xf#~,\\ 

Bardo 8:00pm;l;.,lt.111#. 
in Redmond Ceremony Sutra Jl 8:00pm l'J If 

Closed -Ir -Ir 8: OOpm -Ir -Ir Chanting 4n 4n Weekly Group 'fn 

" -b A Jr, - =- Practice --- --n 2( 21 2'1. 23 24 2<'.i 
~ltiil"a/:j/!j=tllffl' c.::JJ;f iit .fiTexas ~1. iii. 9/ 23 .. lOLL_J Bardo Ceremony 

-Jftt#lli!.~ :tn :tn 8: OOpm :tn in :tn in 
'2!J Ji " -b A Jr, 

,----- - -

I 

2f> 21 2~ 2g 3( 
=/Ja11!JIZ "'~Hr 
:k!JHtlOB 8:00pm ;l;.Jl1.illl.t 

+ + 
~1il1J,C.,-lH.iit 

+ + Sutra Chanting + 
8: OOpm - =- - 11'1 Ji 

ii : rt ;/f it- fh H ~J. of ~Ufl'ir ~ ?t , -tt ;tit 11) ( 415-952-9513) o 

Note: all schedules are subject to change; please ca ll PLS at 415- 952- 9513 to confirm. 

Sunday Monday Tuesda y 

-- -------- -----
Chinatown Street.] 4 c'.i 
Fair 

..t./li;a.eJ;.)l;f; 'f.i1U:f:l=mli 
;5utra Chanting+ 

+ 
Bardo Ceremony _ 
B:OOpm -mU'U\',i'!l \. it. + 8:00pm ' 

-·- ~-------
1() 11 12 

JJ. J-t-1: OOpm 
~f.El*.~=tllli 
Ba rdo Ceremony 

-Ir -Ir B:OOpm -Ir 
Ji 7' -b 

----------
17 IS 1g 

~l'iUt.@=tllit 

in in 
Bardo Ceremony 
B:OOpm =tn 

- '2!J Ji 
.. 

2~ -----'.lf 24 
't J ,t-1: OOpm ~f.iUt.@= tlll.f 

Bardo Ceremony 

in + 
8:00pm 

+ 
+ - =-
31 

Halloween 
+ 
-b 

---··------

ni f/J ft :f.¥. * PLS Events at 
Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 

+ 

" 
{> 7 s 

-Ir -Ir -Ir 
- =- ----------
13 14 1<'.i 

B:OOpm };:/ti!!i!it!J!Jr, 
Sutra Chanting Jl 

-Ir -Ir 1n 
A Jr, -

-
2( 21 22 

in 4n in 
7' -b A 

21 2~ 2Sl 
B:OOpm :ki&ifliii!l 

+ + 
Sutra Chanting + 

- 11'1 Ji 

ii : rJr ;/f it- fh -It ~J. of At ;/f rJr Vt , it ;I:. ,t 11) ( 415- 952- 9513) o 

Note: all schedules are subject to change; please call PLS at 415- 952- 9513 to confirm. 

8:00pm l'J ~ 
:tn Weekly Group 

Practice + 

Oct. 
Saturday 

hinato•n Street2 
Fair 

8:00pm [a]/)1: 
+ Weekly Group 

Practice -b 

g 

B:OOpm 15Hli: 
Weekly Group -Ir 
Practice 11'1 

lf> 

B:OOpm 16] p)J 
Weekly Group =tn 
Practice =-
-i- r,,- ij; 

23 

B:OOpm 16](1)1: 
Weekly Group in 
Practice 1L 

3() 
8:00pm 16]{1/J 
Weekly Group 
Practice + 

7' 
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El -1JJ : -------
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&:g.¥{! ~ Ji 
NTSC PAL SECAM 

.¥{'; i~it {~Hf 

C~ §!/;Wt ~~~01~iutrurn1~ : JiJ<:r-:m --------- ------------- Purple Lotus Society 
j:Jdtt.!lf --------- ------------- 636 San Mateo Ave 

San Bruno , CA 94066, USA 
~ ii --------- ------------- Te I: (415)952-9513 

Fax: (415)952-9567 
t~{i -------------

Financial Statement of the Purple Lotus Journal 
~tm~f1J4~:Z¥&1s-

2/16/92 - 4/20/92 

(1) Last balance llffWl~it US$ -4,280.61 
Contributions :;$:Wl1:fYb 8,345.36 

Tota 1 -frH US$ 4,064.75 

(2) Expenditures J:.WJ:ztl:I: 
a. Printing Ep/;jHJj: (8,000) US$ 5,329.00 
b. Postage jf5 • 2,121.76 
C . Trans 1 at i on:W:::tlflrirnu!ff 423.75 

Total -frH US$ 7,874.51 

Accumulated total to date ~:;$:Wl~H : (1 )-(2) =US$ -3, 809. 76 

* EEn~?'r~:Z~§t~flUt~**••~.m ( W5&:Z~4~-~~~Jf 20~ 
:rc>Pff W->'r~1:fYb1'ritm:1:•~/Jx~:rc~~ , ~*~tm* : §tli~ 
~~flj Purp 1 e Lotus Soc i ety.:(f""f7lj~~T p D : 

Wells Fargo Bank, 470 San Mateo Ave, San Bruno, CA 94066, USA 
ABA : 121000248 ACC: 0445042120 
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