






































npoche Ji

of the Temple looks on.

What is meant by “All Conquering”? It
means that it is the ultimate, the perfect, the most
harmonious, and most pervasive. We all know that
the Vairocana Buddha is the Fundamental Bud-
dha, the Primordial Buddha from whom the True
Buddha School originates in terms of lineage trans-
mission. So before reciting the scripture, we must
first call upon the Buddha who originally trans-
mitted these teachings.

Why then call upon Amitabha Buddha of the
Western Paradise? Because Amitabha is the Bud-
dha who requested Lotus Youth [Padmakumara]
of the Great Twin Lotus Ponds to enter the human
realm and transmit the True Buddha Tantra [San-
skrit: “esoteric yogic method of spiritual integra-
tion”]. Since Amitabha entrusted this mission to
Lotus Youth, it is necessary that we call upon
Amitabha. Were it not for the Buddhas Vairocana
and Amitabha, there would be no True Buddha
School today.

We must then call upon the Eight Bodhi-
sattvas: Namo Mahasattva Avalokitesvara, Namo
Mahasattva Maitreya, Namo Mahasattva
Akasagarbha, Namo Mahasattva Samantabhadra,
Namo Mabhasattva Vajrapani, Namo Mahasattva
Manjusri, Namo Mahasattva Hindrance-Remov-
ing Bodhisattva, and Namo Mahasattva
Ksitigarbha.

Finally we call upon the totality of all
Bodhisattvas and Mahasattvas. This is due to the

the élupa sect oﬁéing a kata to Grand Master Lu
at Waken Rey Tseng Temple in Los Anglesls. Master Allen Ho, director
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very great affinity the totality of
these Beings have with our True
Buddha School. The Two Buddhas
and Eight Great Bodhisattvas are
the root lineage holders of the True
Buddha Dharma, while the remain-
ing bodhisattvas also come to lis-
ten and uphold the True Buddha
Dharma.

(11)

Sutra Opening Verse:

The most supreme profound
Dharma,

Is rarely encountered in
hundreds and thousands of
kalpas.

Having now received this transmission and
blessing,

I vow to penetrate the true meaning of
Tathagata.

Next we will discuss the Sutra Opening Verse.
It is found in every sutra. These few simple sen-
tences are saying that such profound Dharma is
rarely encountered. Today you have come upon it,
and so should study, recite, and contemplate the
meaning of the scripture from this moment on-
wards.

(12)

The Sutra of Authentic Dharma that Re-
moves Hindrances and Bestows Good Fortune,
Spoken by Living Buddha Lian-sheng.

Thus Have I Heard.

Now we get to the sutra itself. The first sen-
tence is “Thus have I heard.” This is equivalent to
saying “I heard this firsthand at a Teaching As-
sembly” [conducted by a Buddha]. This sentence
is found at the beginning of every sutra, every Bud-
dhist scripture. Some of you present are older than
the Grand Master and some of you are younger. In
the future, when I am no longer here, I cannot guar-
antee the elder students will still be present, while
many more of the younger students will likely re-
main at my passing. Recently I have contemplated
the significance of writing the eightieth book in
my series of public writings. It is called The King
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the restaurant.
When we learned
this from Master,
we were all very
moved.

On the next
evening, June
24th, during the
regular  daily
group meditation
at the Purple Lotus
V. Society, Master

= Samantha again

brought up the
question posed to
us by Padmasambhava at the Odiyan Vajra Tem-
ple, “Do you have confidence in attaining Bud-
dhahood?”

Master Samantha said, “Of course, we have
confidence. The Vajra Guru has asked us this ques-
tion because he wishes us to become awakened
and achieve realization. There will come one life-
time when one is bound to take up the spiritual
path, and there will also come one lifetime when
one is bound to become liberated. There is no other
choice but this ultimate ascendancy.

“Indeed, it is no simple task to answer this
question posed by Padmasambhava. As soon as
this question is posed, we immediately think of all
kinds of obstacles and how they have to be sur-
mounted and eliminated. We realize that we are so
frail. However, as it is we who are facing the ob-
stacles, and not others, we must always be ener-
getic regardless of the difficulties. Be always mind-
ful and always chant mantras continually. Urge
yourself to take hold of every moment to work vig-
orously towards the goal of Enlightenment. No
matter how hard you work, you still have to reply,
‘Yes, we are confident in attaining Buddhahood,
whatever the lifetime or era.” This is a vow. ‘I will
attain Buddhahood, I will definitely attain Bud-
dhahood, and I have decided to attain Buddha-
hood.” Just as in making the vow to be reborn to
the Buddha’s Pure Land, you must tell yourself, ‘I
have decided to be reborn to Sukhavati [Amitabha
Buddha’ Pure Land], and I must reborn to
Sukhavati. There is no other road: only ascend-

Padma§a|;1bhava
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ancy and no descendance.’” You have to remind
yourself every day.

“That is why we should be grateful to Pad-
masambhava for constantly using this format of
very ordinary dialogue to remind us, to inspire us,
and to help us understand the nature of emptiness.
When the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas pose ques-
tions to us, we cannot treat them as light conversa-
tion. We have to perceive their meaning on a deeper
level, and immediately be awakened to the inher-
ent nature of emptiness of the cosmos.

“Padmasambhava asked the question, ‘Do
you have confidence in attaining Buddhahood?’
Of course, it is a very difficult path. How many
kalpas pass before a Buddha is born? We are all
Buddhas-to-be and there will come one lifetime
when we will attain Buddhahood. Therefore I told
Padmasambhava, ‘Of course, I am confident.” Even
though, after one becomes a Buddha, one still
comes back to help. Even though one knows what
a difficult path this is, one still vows to take it up.
One must be firm in one’s answer, ‘Yes, I do.” Do
not sound hesitant. Of course we are confident;
otherwise, why are we devoting so much time to
this task? Perseverance will prevail. Perhaps it will
be tens of thousands of years before we will be
like the Grand Master (Living Buddha Lian-sheng)
and Padmasambhava, but today we have already
taken the first step, and we have found our goal
and orientation. Our goal is to have self-mastery
and freedom, transcendence over life and death,
and Enlightenment, the realization to our innate
nature. This is attaining Buddhahood.

“So, Guru Padmasambhava, please bless us
and use your transcendental power, rainbow light,
and wisdom to help us and empower us. We, the
disciples you have taught, truly want to dedicate
ourselves today to spiritual work, but the karmic
obscurations amassed throughout the realms of
transmigration have covered up our Heart and
Wisdom and incapacitated us. Please enter our
dreams and inform us, so we may engender a
stronger power, and bring forth all of the knowl-
edge which you have once taught us. Take Grand
Master, for example. He has recalled his memo-
ries from several lifetimes, which is why he was
able to reach Buddhahood with such speed in this













_ Lian-sheng at the 1996 Bardo Deliverance
in Redmond, WA.

H.H. Ganden tri Rinpoche presénting H.H.
Living Buddha Lian-sheng a kata and precious
dharma implements of the Gelugpa lineage.
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